


THE 


Connecticut Evangelical Magazine. 


(TUBLISRED ACCORDING TO ACT CF CONGRESS.] 





a, 





Vor. II.] 


MAY, 1802. 


[No rf. 








The natural evidence +d the gcod- 
nefs of God. 

E are told in the Scrip- 

tures that the work of 

God is perfect ; the reafon is, it 
perfeétly exhibits the charaéter of 
its author; we have indeed but 
imperfect views of his work, and 
therefore clouds and darknefs are 
round about him; but fo far as it 
is comprehended, it exhibits him 
as the Father of Lights, from 
whom cometh down every good and 
every perfect gift. By the work of 
God is meant the whole compafs 
of events, which have taken place, 
or which ever will take place, as 
well thofe which come to pafs thro’ 
the intervention of means and fec- 
ond caufes, as thofe which are pro- 
duced by his immediate power.— 
The agency of creatures is concern- 
ed in the production of innumera- 
ble events, and thofe of the great- 
e(t importance, in which they are 
actuated by diftin& and oppofite 
principles and views; but thefe 
events are neverthelefs the work 
of God, as much as any other 
events whatever. They may flow 
from a finful tafte in creatures, and 
be the proper evidence of fuch a 





tafte ; while they refult from and 
fully demonftrate the holinefs of 
God. Jofeph’s brethren, in fell- 
ing him tothe Ifhmaelites, meant it 
unto evil; but God meant it unto 
good : They meant to deftroy him: 
God meant to fave him and thera 
and the whole nation, from whom 
was to proceed the Saviour of the 
world. 

The great objection which has 
ever been made againft the gov- 
ernment of God by men of cor- 
rupt minds is, that it admits the 
exiftence of evil, both natural and 
moral, and fuffers it greatly to pre- 
vail in the world : thus they con- 
demn fin with the breath which 
the love of fin infpires. ‘They afk, 
could not God have prevented it? 
And, if infinitely good, would he 
not have done it ? Here men em- 
brace different fyftems. Some de- 
ny that God could have prevented 
the exiftence of fin without de- 
ftroying the free agency of crea- 
tures; and as this would be to 
render them incapable of moral 
government, a much greater evil 
than the exillence of fin itfelf ; it 
was as important that they fhould 
be left to the freedom of their own 
will, without any previous bias or 
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inclination to any given exercife, 
as that they fhould have a moral 
nature given them. Thus, in pro- 
viding a falvo for the Divine char- 
aéter, they render both angels and 
«men wholly independent on God 
for all their moral"conduét,. their 
fupport in exiftence being fuppof- 
ed ; and therefore they who have 
continued in a ftate of holinefs and 
happinefs, or have returned to 
God after their defection from 
him, will have whereof to glory ; | 





and indeed muft afcribe their per- | 
feverance or return, to themfelves 
and not to God. At the fame 
time, inftead of eftablifhing, they 
wholly deftrey, the free agency of 
creatures ; unlefs they can aét 
freely, when they have nothing to 
move or prompt them to aét at all. 
Others, perceiving the abfurdity of 
fuch a fyftem, and’ not fatisfied 
how evil can have place under the 
government of a Being of infinite 
power and goodnefs ; whofe hand 
and council muft be concerned in 
its exiltence, and efpecially to fuch | 
an extent as is vifible in the world, 
and to continue, as the facred 
Scriptures inform us, forever, are 
Ted firft to pervert thofe Scriptures 
and then to deny their divine au- 
thority ; and being ftill preffed | 
with the difficulty from events of 
perpetual occurrence, which they 
feel and fee, they are further led to 
doubt, and at laft to difbelieve the 
being of'a God. Between thefe | 
two extremes, equally remote from | 
the truth, and fatal to the fouls of 
men, fuch as are brought to fubmit 
to the dominion of God, cordially 
receive and embrace the truth, 
that the agency of God only wife 
and ever bleffed, is vifible in all 
events, and that all events, rightly 
underi{tood, in their nature and re- 
lations, confidered as the fruit of 
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expreflion of his perfeétion and 
glory. 

That pofitive evidence of the 
goodnefs of God arifes from the 
general frame of nature and the 
{tated courfe of events, refulting 
from the laws of mature, is a truth 
which forces itfelf upon every con- 
fiderate mind. 

This may appear from the fol- 
lowing confiderations. 1{t, Eve- 
ry man has a witnefs in his own 


_breaft of the goodnefs of God, 


which if duly attended to and re- 
garded, would afford entire fatis- 
faction ; and that is natural con- 
{cience, or that moral fenfe by 
which he difcerns the difference 
between right and wrong in moral 
conduct. It is this alone which 
diftinguifhes him from a mere a- 
gent, and cenititutes him a moral 
agent. It is a much nobler facul- 
ty than that by which he perceives 
the difference between truth and 
falfhood in natural things. It is 
that which renders him capable of 
moral government; of praife or 
blame ; of rewards or punifhments. 
Itis above reafon. As the percep- 
tion of fmple truth and falfhood is 
the foundation of all reafoning in 
natural things: fo the perception 
of right and wrong in moral con- 
duct is the foundation of all rea- 
foning in moral things. It apper- 
tains to the intellect and not to the 
tafte of the heart. That princi- 
ple or aétion may be feen to be 
right which we hate: and that 
principle or aétion may be feen to 
be wrong which we love. If the 
principle or aétion be brought fully 
into view of confcience it will de- 
cide infallibly : if it be not, it may 
decide wrong ; but the fault is in 
the will and not in the confcienee. 
If it be liftened to with refped, its 
perception will be acute ; if not, 1 


will by degrees become infenfible, 
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k judged at the bar of God. All 

: who have not the written law are, 
. by this, a law to themfelves : and 
; ’ they fhow it to be thus written on 


| give a faculty to any of them, 
| to difeern his own moral deformi- 
| ty, and fo to lay them under in- 
| finite obligations for ever to hate 
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nd as if feared with a hot iron. It | favor.of virtue and againft vice ; mi 

: has been very emphatically and | therefore God is good. Again, at 
he very properly termed.God’s vice-| If. God were a malevolent be. ee 
i gerent in the foul. It is the law | ing, who gave exiftence to crea. i" a 
* ef God written on the heart, by | tures to make them miferable, it is ae 
. which infants and heathens will be | unreafonable to fuppofe he would il 


their hearts by their accufing or 
acquitting one another. ‘To per- 
ceive an action or principle to be 
ripht, is the fame as in their judg- 


fame as to love : and to perceive an 


| himfelf, as the moft deteftable of 


all beings. His having therefore 


| in fa& given to angels and men 
| a faculty to difcern good and evil 
ment fo approve, though not the | 


aétion or principle to be wrong, is | 
the fame as in their judgment éo | 


difupprove, though not the fame 
asto hate. The actions or princi- 


in moral charaéters, affords full ey- 
idence of his own moral reétitude. 

zd, The laws which regulate 
the motions and revolutions of the 
heavenly bodies—thofe which pro- 
duce the regular alternation of 


fummer and winter, feed time and 
| harveft and day and night—thofe 
| which govern the winds and tides 
| —thofe which produce hail and 


ples which it approves, when bro’t 
fully into view, are always fuch as 
promote the general good of focie- 
ty: and the actions or principles 


ee 


which it difapproves, when brought 
fully into view, are always fuch 
as injure fociety. 


God has ordained that.a courfe | 
of virtue fhall be attended with de- 


light ; and that acourfe of vice 
fhall be attended with remorfe. 
‘This delight and remorfe are felf- 
approbation and felf-condemnation, 
accompanied with a prefentiment 


of future good and evil, as a retri- | 
' the various creatures, after their 


bution. A courfe ofvirme then, 
though arduous and felf-denying, 
infures that peace of mind, which 
alone is true enjoyment: and a 
courfe of vice, though eafy and 


felf-pratifying, produces a ftate of | 


unrett, like the troubled fea con- 
tinually calting up mire and dirt. 
The fpirit of a man, while found, 
can fultain his infirmity ;~ but a 
wounded fpirit who can bear? 
There is no peace faith my God 
to the wicked ; and univerfal ex- 
perience confirms the truth of the 
declaration. In this law then, 


we have the teftimony of God in 
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{now and the former and latter 
rain in their feafons—thofe which 
clothe the earth in fpring and fum- 
mer with verdure, and caufe it to 
bring forth erafs for the cattle and 
herb for the fervice of man—thofe 
which crown autumn with precious 
fruits for the fupport of man and 
bealt—and, to mention no more, 
thefe which operate in the multi- 
plication, defence and fupport of 


kinds, make one kind fubfervient 
to another and all fubfervient to 
man, proclaim the goodnefs of 
God, in a language which is un- 
deritood by all men, even the moft 
ravage and barbarous. Be it fo, 
that they are all, under certain 
circumflances, the occation of 
evil, yet the evil produced bears 
no proportion to the good : their 
general nature and tendency 1s ob- 
vioufly good, and this will deter- 
mine the defign and charaéter of 
him who eftablificd them. It 1s 
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not pretended that men, in their 
fallen and depraved ftate, and un- 
der the dominion of a felfifh, par- 
tial temper, will fee the goodnefs 
of God in his works; nor will 
they any more fee it in his word. 
Their not feeing the evidence of 
his goodnefs, however, is no proof 
If they hate 
the light and refufe to come to the 
light, their refufal proves nothing 
but their own perverfencfs ; the 
evidence of the being of light may 
be irrefiltible, to all who open 
their eyes. Accordingly we find 
that the beft men in every age, 
whofe hearts have been right with 
God, have made the works of 
God, as well as his word, a theme 
of rapturous praife ; but if the evil 
which prevails in the world anni- 
hilates the evidence of God’s 
goodnefs from his works, fo that 
his goodnefs cannot be feen in 
them, they muft have been no bet- 
ter than mere rhapfoditts and en- 
thufiafts in making the works of 
God a theme of praife. But, 

3d, The truth I have endeav- 
ored to prove is manifeft from the 
facred Scriptures. 

The Pfalmift fays, ** The heav- 
ens declare the glory of God and 
“‘ the firmament fhoweth his han- 
“dy work. Day unto day utter- 
“eth fpeech, and night unto night 
“ fhoweth knowledge. ‘There is 
“‘no fpeech or language where 
“¢ their voice is not heard.” 
the glory of Gad is his goodnefs ; 
the natural perfection of God is 
indeed of infinite worth, but it is 
fo only as 2 mean to anend, and 
that end is the communication and 
diffufion of infinite goodnefs. Paul 
and Barnabas, fpeaking of the 
heathen nations, fay ‘* ‘That God 
“fuffered them, in time paft, to 
** walk in their own ways. Never- 
“ thelefs he left not himfelf without 
** witnels, in that he did good, and 
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‘* save us rain from heaven and 
“ fruitful feafons, filling our hearts 
“‘ with food and gladnefs.”” The 
witnefs for God, among thofe na- 
tions, was not revelation, but rain 
from heaven and fruitful feafons ; 
thefe bare witnefs for God that he 
is good, fufficient to leave them and 
all others without excufe. Again, 
St. Paul fays, “ The invifible 
“6 things of him from the creation 
“of the world are clearly feen, 
“ being underitood by the things 
“‘ that are made, even his eternal 
“power and Godhead; fo that 
“they are without excufe: Be- 
‘“‘ caufe, that when they knew 
“ God, they glorified him not as 
“ God, neither were thankful.” 
Sufficient evidence then of the 
Godhead is exhibited te men by 
the works of creation, to render 
them without excufe, in not glori- 
fying God as God, and in not being 
thankful: and furely this implies 
evidence of his goodnefs. Thefe 
paflages do not aflert that God is 
good, but they affert, that he is 
proved to be fo, by the works of 
creation and providence. What- 
ever difficulty theiefore there may 
be, in making out the proof from 
this fource, by logical reafoning, 
we have the teftimony of God, 
that the evidence is conclufive ; 
and this will fatisfy all who receive 
the Scriptures as a revelation from 
God. 

But if the works of Ged refer- 
red to afford fufficient evidence of 
the goodnefs of God, to render 
men inexcufable for their ingrati- 
tude to him, then it is certain that 
the exiftence of fin and mifery in 
the world, in all their extent, af- 
fords no proof to the contrary: 
or indeed any evidence at ail, 
which can have any weight; for 
if it does, it muft deftroy the evi- 
dence which is fhown to be conclu- 
five. Sausfactory proof cannot 
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exift on the oppofite fides of a 
queftion ; of courfe where one fide 
is proved, the other has no proof 
at all. We may be certain then, 
that if God is proved to be good 
from the works which have been 
confidered, there can be no evi- 
dence at all of the contrary, from 
the exiftence of fin or mifery, or 
from any other quarter. 

But it may be ufeful juft to men- 
tion fome of the reafons of this. 

1. Sin preves nothing againft 
the goodnefs of God. This af- 
fection of heart is in itflf wrong 
and hateful. It is oppofed to the 
general good : but the evil of it 
fics wholly in its nature ; it is the 
affection of the finner; we need 
only look upon it to difcern its na- 
ture and to pronounce it wrong and 
hateful; we can argue nothing 
from its nature, tothe nature of its 
caufe. If God can, in his treat- 
ment of the finner, cither in his 
condemnation and punifhment, or 
in his pardon and falvation, difplay 
hisown glory and promote the gen- 
eral good, which muit be admitted 
to be poflible, then his regard to 
the general good, or his holinefs 
itfelt will enfure its exiftence. In 
order then te prove that the emift- 
ence of fin makes any thing «gainit 
the goodnefs of God, it mult be 
demonftrated, that God himfelf 
cannot over-rule it for the difplay 
of his glory, or the ho ppineds of 
his creatures. 

2. Natural evil or pain and ‘mif- 
ery, which prevail in the world, 
prove nothing againft the goodnefs 
ot God. itt. Becanfe ali men as 
finners or violaters of God’s law 
— all the pain and mifery 
vhich they futter in this life, and 
mach more. Whether cvery one 
1s fenfible of this or not is immate- 
rial; itis dufficient, that full proof 
of this may be produce d to every 
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divine law is infcribed on the heart 
of every man ; the untutored fav- 
age difcerns as perfectly between 
tight and wrong as thofe who en. 
joy revelation : All men are con. 
{cious of having violated this law ; 
they do that themfelves which they 
condemn in others and fo are {clf- 
condemned ; they know, or might 
know, that the judgment of God 
is according to truth againft fuch as 
work iniquity 5 and haveno reafon 
to expect to efcape his judgment 
themfelves. Becanfe the fyf- 
tem of divine Operation is net yet 
fully unfolded to the view of crea- 
tures ; itis yet in aftate of pro- 
grefon, and it cannot reafonably 
be pronounced imperfect or defece 
tive, before itis entire. We ought, 
in this weighty affair, to judge 
nothing before “ the time, until 
‘ the Lord come, who will bring to 
‘light the hidden things of dark- 
© nefs.”” 

But to advance one ftep further. 
It is believed, that the cxiftence 
of fin and fuffering in the world is 
fo far from proving any thing 
again{t the goodnets ot God, that 
it increafes the evidence in its fup- 
port. iff, OF fuffering. ir it 
be anes that men are finners 
and guilty before Ged, and that 
they have the means, in ali con- 
ditions, of knowing Usis 3 it 
follow of courfe, that ther fitter 
ines, whether views ed as pen 


‘ 


corrective, diipiay ny 
nefs. He that {pare th the 
‘ hateth his fon, bui he that! 
‘him, chaftencth him 

Common fenfe always decide 5 in 
favor of the father who fuirably 
correéts his ftubborn cinild ; wd 
prononuces it to be an enequivocal 
act of poodneis; it equally pro- 
nounces in /is favor, W he difinher- 
its, and caits out of his family and 
protection, the child who proves 
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judge who, with inflexible feverity, 


pronounces fentence of death up- 


onthe murderer, legally convict- 


ed, gives evidence of his good- 
nefs to all impartial men; or, 
which is the fame thing, fhows his 
regard to juflice and righteoufnels ; 
and his heart is inthe fentence, in 
proportion as he regards the inter- 
efts of fociety. ‘The application 
is obvious. 

But to illuftrate this truth in a 
few particulars. Part of the pain 
which we endure is premonitory. 
We come into the world ina fee- 
ble, helplefs {tate ; we have every 
thing to learn by experience.; we 
are at firft wholly unacquainted 
with the nature of furrounding ob- 
jects ; we learn their nature by the 
pleafure or pain which they give ; 


the flame of a candle is a pleafing | 


object of fight to the infant child, 
he reaches forth his hand to grafp 
it, and learns its nature by the ex- 
quifite pain it,excites ; he has in- 


numerable falls while learning to | 


walk, and finds by experience 
what dangers he isto fhun ; and all 
this he acquires, under the tutelage 
of the fond parent, without any 
ferious hazard; and gradually be- 
comes acquainted with the objects 
around him, and his relation to 
them, fo as to puard himfelf from 
mifchief. ‘Now does it not evince 
the goodnefs of the univerfal Par- 
ent, that he has eftablifhed a law 
ef nature fo effectual to guard us 
from objects which are calculated 
to deftroy the body ? Will it be 
afked, could not God have made 
us mature and perfect at firft ? The 
anfwer is, it does not appear but he 
had good reafons for making us as 
we are 5 it is enough, if his par- 
ental care is confpicuous in our 
prefervation, even in thepain which 
his laws create. 

When we are guilty of con- 
Scious wickednefs we feel the 
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twinges of remorfe ; this confti- 
tution of God proclaims his good- 
nefs ; it is the monitory voice of 
God to the finner ; its language is, 
this conduct will end in ruin, in 
never-ending woe ; repent ; avoid 
it is future as you tender your eter- 
nal intereft. Be it fo, that the 
pain of remorfe is extreme, and 
fometimes even intolerable ; yet it 
provesthe goodnefs of God vari- 
ous ways ; it fhows that God hates 
and avenges wickednefs ; it is a 
foretafte of the eternal retribution 
of impenitents ; it reftrains all 
men more or lefs from fin ; it faves, 
thro? the grace of God, many 
fouls from death and it keeps the 
earth from being filled with vi- 
olence. 

Part of our fufferings is for cor- 
rection and in judgment. The 
Pfalmift tell us, ** The Lord is 
‘known by the judgment which 
‘he executeth.” But in wha 
charaéter ? Doubtlefs in his true 
character, as a righteous governor, 
and the fountain of good. This 
paflage of facred {cripture is a full 
proof, to fuch as acknowledge its 
divine authority, of the point in 
queftion ; and fhows, that the 
moral perfeétion or goodnefs of 
God is difplayed in all the various 
evils he brings upon the werld, as 
wellas in giving rain from heaven 
and fruitfa! feafons. 

Some of the moft memorable 
judgments of God upon a finful 
world have been recorded in hif- 
tory, both facred and profane. 
The univerfal deluge which fwept 
the world of all its inhabitants, ex- 
cept Noah and his family, has 
been confidered by all fucceeding 
ages and nations, to whom the 
event has been handed down, by 
revelation or tradition, as,a judg- 
ment of God upon the wor!d for 
their wickednefs. And though 
many, efpecially in thefe laft days 
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are willingly ignorant that this was 
by the word or appointment of 
God, yet the great and awful 
event has glorioufly declared the 
divine righteoufnefs, and has been 
a great reftraint upon the lufts of 
menin every age. The deftruc- 
tion of Sodom and Gomorrah, by 
a {torm of fire and brimftone from 
the Lord out of heaven was a moft 
fignal exhibition of the wrath of 
God againft thofe cities, for giving 
themfelves over to fornication, and 
going after ftrange fleth; and they 
are fet forth for an example, fuf- 
fering the vengeance of eternal 
fire. We find that the terror of 
the Lord was upon the nations of 
Canaan many years afterwards. 
Had it not been for this awful event 
the iniquity of the Amorites would 
probably have been full long before 


the appointed time, which did not : 


happen till more than four hundred 
years afterwards. Doubtlefs it 
was a powerful mean of reftrain- 
ing the wickednefs of the neigh- 
boring nations, for ages ; and of 
preferving the church of God in 
the world ; nor has it loft its effica- 
cyto the prefent day. The terri- 
ble judgments of God executed 
upon Pharaoh and the Egyptians, 
ending in the deftruétion of Phara- 
oh and his hoft in the Red Sea, for 
their rebellion and hardnefs of 
heart, and, not long after, upon 
the nations of Canaan, have glo- 
rioufly fhewn his power and declar- 
ed his name throughout all the 
earth; and the happy effeéts of 
thefe memorable judgments, which 
liave been mentioned, will be felt 
to the end of time. 

The excifion of the Jewifh na- 
fion, after they had filled up the 
meafure of their fathers, in cruci- 
fying the Lord of Life ; and the 
awful juigments, temporal and 
fpiritual, which have followed tinat 
people ever fince, as well as: their 
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miraculous prefervation in their dif- 
perfion throughout the whole earth, 
are events, which have many ways’ 
contributed to the honor of God, 
to the prefervation and enlarge- 
ment of the true church, to the in- 
creafe of divine knowledge, to 
the fulfilment of the fcriptures, and 
to prepare the way for a moft glo. 
rious difplay of divine mercy to 
them and to the world, at the pe- 
riod, faft approaching, when the 
knowledge of God fhall cover the 
whole earth. 

The deftruétion of Antichrift, 
which has, in part been accom- 
plifhed by the bloody wars which 
have, fince the reformation, defo- 
lated Europe, and efpecially by 
the late infidel-war, the objeét of 
which has been to extirpate from 
the earth whatever bears the name 
of Chriftian, will, in its progrefs, 
be total and complete, and fo ter- 
rible, as to be a fit fymbol of the 
day of judgment: yet in full view 
of it, the holy inhabitants of heaven 
are reprefented as uniting in folemn 
praife to God, faying, Alleluia, for 
the Lord God omnipotent reign- 
eth. ‘They viewed it at once as 
a work of righteoufnefs and of 
mercy. 

The foregoing examples are ad- 
duced becaufe they are among the 
principal judgments which God 
has feen fit to inflict on a wicked 
world; not becaufe there is any. 
thing peculiar in them to fupport 
the prefent argument ; for all the 
judgments of God difplay his mer- 
cy and his juftice as well as thefe : 
they are indeed works of mercy, as 
much as the giving of rain from 
heaven and fruitful feafons. The 
whole of the cxxxvi. Pfalm is ta- 
ken up in recounting God’s works 
of mercy. ‘The Pfalmift calls up- 
on men to give thanks for various 
mercies in creation and providence ; 
among which arc the following: 
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To him that by wifdom made the 


heavens : for his mercy endureth 
for ever. ‘To him that ftretched 
out the earth above the waters: 
for his mercy erdureth for ever. 
To him that made great lights, 
&c. To him that fmote Egypt in 
their firft born: for his mercy en- 
dureth for ever. To him that 
overthrew Pharaoh and his hott 
in the Red Sea: for his mercy en- 
dureth for ever. To him that 
flew famous kings : for his mercy 
endurcth for ever. Sihon king of 
the Amorites : for his mercy en- 
dureth for ever. And Og the king 
of Dathan: for his mercy endur- 
eth for ever. Here God’s {mit- 
ing Egypt in their firft born, his 
overthrowing Pharaoh and _ his 
holt in the red fea, and his {laying 
the kings there mentioned, are cel- 
ebrated, as works of mercy or 
goodnefs, as much as his creating 
the heavens and the earth ; the fun 
to rule by day, and the moon and 
me ver to rule by night. 

Of fin.—If she fufferings 


lature proves the goodne/s of Gad. 





Bi on God brings upon men, whe- | 


ther correétive or penal, difplay 


his mercy and goodnefs, as well as | 


his righteoufnels, then it is certain, 
that fin equally difplays it: be- 
caufe it is the pround of corre&ion 
and punifhment, without which, 
neither of them can pofiibly exift. 
If fin were any reproach to God’s 
government, taking place as it mult 
through his direéting providence, 
it never could be an ‘act of juftice, 
much lefs of goodnefs, to punifh 
or even to correct it. If then to 
correét or punifh fin be an act of 
jultice and goodnefs in Ged, as 
has been fhown, its exiflence can 
be no reproach to him; but, on 
the contrary, is juft as ft ace as 
fuch act of jultice and eoodnefs. 
With this S apree the words of 
infpiration. Surely the wrath 
of man fhali praide thee : the ve- 
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mainder of wrath fhalt: thou re- 
{train.”” On this it is obvious to 
remark, that the wrath of man is 
the fin of man ; that Ged controls 
and limits it as he fees fit ; and 
that all the wrath, or fin that takes 
place frall praife him ; it fhall not 
only not difbenor, it fhall praife, 
it foal glorify him, not that its na- 
ture is to praife him, but he will 
glorify himfelf in countera@ing its 
tendency, in fhowing his wrath 
and m aking his power known on 
the veflels of wrath 3 and in ma- 
king known the riches of his glory, 
on the veffels of mercy. 

The fem of the argument is 
this ; conclufive ex idence of the 
goodnefs of God arifes from the 
general frame of nature, and the 
ftated courfe of events refulting 
from the laws of nature 3 the ob- 
jection which ts by many urged 
againtt this, that the exiftence of 
fin and fuffering annihilates this 
evidence, is wholly unfounded, and 
on the contrary, their exiltence is 
fo far from annihilating or dimin- 
ifhing the evidence of this truth, 
that it ferves greatly toincreafe ir. 

Before I proceed to what I have 
further in view on this fubject, I 
fall fubmit the following remarks. 

ift, ‘he opinion that the works 
of creation aad providence afford 
no proof of God’s goodnefs or 
moral rectitude, while it profeffes 
to pay homage to revelation, really 
tends to fubvert it. For fuppote 
we are fatislied thatthe Bible, in 
ditinGion from all other books, 
is a revelation from God; fill 
what evidence have we that the 
things afferted ia it aretrue. ‘Truth 
is cficntia ! in a good character ; 
and therefore if we have no evie 
dence that God is good, we have 
no evidence that he is true 3 or 
that his word may be depended on; 
when we come then to read the 
Libie, as a revelation from God, 
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we can have no juft prepoffeffions in 
its favour, that it is either good or 
true. When we read in it, that it 
is impoffible for God to lie, it would 
be reafonable for us to fufpend our 
affent till we had fome further 
proof of it than his own word : 
for certainly, where there is no 
evidence that a being is good, 
there is no evidence that his word 
istrue. If, indeed, we find by ex- 
perience, or the teftimony of others, 
that God has been, as far as hith- 
erto obferved, faithful to his word, 
in fulfilling his promifes and threat- 
enings, and in verifying bis predic- 
tions, we have fo far evidence of 
his truth, but the nature of the ev- 
idence is no higher, than of that 
which we may have of the truth of 
a fellow creature, though it will 
indeed rife much higher in degree, 
in proportion asit has been invari- 
able for many thoufand years. If 
we have found a man to be uni- 
formly true, for many years, we 
have reafon to rely on his word ; 
ftill it is not impofhble but he may 
lie ; and if God has always been 
found to be true, from the begin- 
ning, he is worthy of truft and con- 
fidence in proportion : ftill, I do 
not fee how it can be faid, that it 
is impoffible for God to lie, if we 
have no proof of his truth but 
what refults from experience ; if it 
be impofhible, it is becaufe it is ab- 
furd and felf-contradi€tory, and if 
this be the cafe, it muft refult from 
immutable reétitude of nature. On 
the ground I oppofe the evidence 
of God’s truth has been conftantly 
increafing from the beginning, and 
will increafe, if his truth contin- 
ue, tothe end. In this view of 
the matter, the antediluvians were 
lefs to blame in not believing God 
than we are, in proportion as they 
had lefs experience of his ttuth. 
It feems however that God faw 
their wickednefs to be great enough 
Vou, IL, No. 44. 
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to call for their utter deftruétion. 
Our firft parents would have had 
the leaft reafon of all to believe 
the word of God, were it not that 
they could not obje& to the good- 
nefs and truth of God, the exift- 
ence of fin and miferyin the world ; 
as, in the opinion of fome, it feems 
they might after they had finned, 
and as all their pofterity may. 
That the holy fcriptures rightly un- 
derftood fully prove the goodnefs 
of God is granted ; but they prove 
this not as the mere word of a be« 
ing, of whofe moral character we 
have no knowledge from any other 
fource, but as a work of tranf- 
cendent greatnefs and excellence. 
It proves its author is divine as the 
heavens and the earth do; the na- 
ture of the proof is the fame in 
both cafes ; the only difference is, 
that the proof from the fcriptures 
is more illuftrious and abundant ; 
the reafoning is from the effeé&t to 
the caufe. But if there is abund- 
ant proof froni the fcriptures as a 
great and glorious work, of the 
goodnefs of God, it may be de- 
manded, how the argument which 
denies, that the work of creation 
and common providence afford 
this proof, tends to fubvert the 
{criptures ? 'To this the anfwer is, 
if the argument is conclufive in the 
cafe in which it is urged, it will 
be equally fo, to fet afide the proof 
of ’s goodnefs from divine 
revelation. The argument is, cre- 
ation and common providence af- 
ford no proof of the goodnefs of 
God, becaufe of the exiftence of 
fin and mifery in the world. But 
if this have any weight, it will 
have equal weight againft the proof 
refulting from revelation 3 for, tho’ 
this has brought life and immortal- 
ity to light, yet it has alfo revealed 
that both fin and 2 will be 
eternal, and in a fenfe infinite, 
and that myriads of God’s rational 
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offspring, both angels and men, 
fhall be punifhed with everlafting 
deftruction from the prefence of 
the Lord, andfrom the glory of 
his power. This awful truth, 
which the Bible reveals, is the 
main reafon why men difbelieve 
and reject the Bible. They can- 
not feel it to be juft and good in 
God to infliét eternal torments on 
the creatures he has made. If it 
fhould be faid, that men would not 
object to this, if their hearts were 
right towards God ;. and that 
their objections are always remov. 
ed, when they are renewed by di- 
vine grace : The anfwer is, their 
objections are, in fuch cafe, equally 
removed which arife from the fin 
and mifery, they fee in this world, 
and they can and do fee the glory 
of God in the fun, the moon, the 
ftars, the earth, the fea, the winds, 
the rain, and, in a word, in that 
fulnefs of good which God has 
provided for all creatures, fuited to 
their refpeciive natures, and by 
which he fatisfies the defires of 
every thing which has life, as well 
as in the gofpel of Chrift. 2d, It 
confirms the truth contended for, 
that the Bible prefuppofes us to 
have the knowledge of God, and 
it opens upon us accordingly * In 
the beginning Gad created the 
heavens and the earth.” And 
God frequently appeals, in the 
fcriptures, to the common fenfe of 
men, to judge of his conduct, in 
his treatment of them. As in 
Exekicl xviii. 25. Hear now, O 
Houie of Ifrael, is not my way 
equal ? Are’ not your ways une- 
qual?) When a rightcous man 
turneth away from his rightcouf- 
nets, and committeth iniquity, and 
dieth in them, tor his iniquity that 
he hath done, fhall he die. This 
appeal certainly fuppofes they were 
capable of judging, whether God’s 
ways would be equal or not in 
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condemning the finner to death, 
and alfo that they knew his fo do- 
ing would be equal. If it fhould 
be faid, that they enjoyed revela- 
tion, and therefore were better 
capable of judging than others, it 
may be replied ; that according to 
St. Paul, the Heathens always 
knew that they who commit ini- 
quity are worthy of death ; and 
that the judgment of God againft 
fuch is according to truth. 3d, It 
is a great advantage, after being 
fatisfied that a book, which claims 
to be a revelation from God, is in- 
deed fo, to commence and profe- 
cute the ftudy of it, with a certain 
perfuafion that God is effentially 
and immutably holy and true ; for, 
in that cafe, we have enly to learn 
its true meaning, or what it con- 
tains, to receive it with al] readi- 
nefs of mind, and, in. things which 
are above our comprehenfion, to 
bow our reafon to the teftimony 
of God ; knowing, that nothing 
can be more certain than this, 
that it is mpoffible for God to le. 
OMICRON. 
(To be continued. ) 





Do&rine of election the only juff 
ground of encouragement to the 


ufe of means. 
NUMBER II. 


(Continued from p. 373-) 


1 Tim. ii. 10. “ Therefore I ea- 
dure all things for the eleé’s fakes, 
that they may alfo obtain falva- 
tion.” 


AVING fhewn, ina prece- 

ding number, that the dec- 

trine of elcétion afforded so reafon, 
why minifters of the gofpel fhould 
not faithfully preach and inftrué, 
and people ferioufly hear and ai- 
tend upon the means of grace ; it 
is now propofed to evince, that this 





dogtrine is in faét the only jutt 
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ground of encouragement, which 
either minifters or people have to 
pay any attention to divine things. 

As the impenitent are dead in 
fin and enemies to God and holi- 
nefs ; fo they will never repent and 
cordially embrace the gofpel,-unlefs 
influenced by the fpirit of God— 
It is therefore declared, that no 
man can go to Chrift, except the 
Father draw him—that Paul plan- 
ted, Apollos watered, but God 
gave the encreafe—that Chriftians 
are God’s workmanfhip, and that 
he worketh in them both to will 
and todo. Such paflages plainly 
teach, that minifters depend whol- 
ly upon God for fuccefs in their 
preaching. If therefore he had 
not eternally determined to render 
the gofpel and means of grace ef- 
fefual to awaken and bring anum- 
ber to repentance, or thus elected 
fome ; there would not be the 
Jeaft encouragement to preach, 
warn, and inftrué mankind in di- 
vine things. For all thefe means, 
without the attending influences of 
God’s fpirit, would be wholly in- 


effzQual to difpefe a-fingle individ | 


val to become holy, or comply 
with the terms of falvation. Yea, 
no human power or means can re- 
new a depraved heart, or bring 
perfons to evangelical repentance. 
Had God therefore elected none to 
falvation, it is certain, that none 
ever would repent and be faved. 

The only juft ground of encour- 
agement then, which any can have 
to preach the gofpel, is the doc- 
trine of election, or the divine de- 
termination to render fuch means 
efficacious in quickening and bring- 
ing fome to faith and holinefs. 
Were it net for this, all minifters, 
vho believe the {criptures, and are 
acquainted with theirown hearts, 
would wholly defpair of all fuccefs 
in preaching the gofpel. 

‘This doétrine is alfo the only 
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juft ground of encouragement, that 
any perfon can have te pay any ate 
tention to the means of grace. 
Had not God, of his mere grace 
and mercy, determined to render 
thefe means effectual to the falva- 
tion of fume, none would ever 
have been faved; and fo there 
would have been no encouragement 
to attend upon any means. But 
fince God has determined to make 
the maeans of grace efficacious in 
awakening and faving fome in eve- 
ry age; there is now great encour- 
agement ferioufly to attend upon 
them, and make divine things our 
highe& concern ; as this is the 
way in which perfons are general- 
ly brought to repentance, and is 
the moit probable method of ob- 
taining falvation. 

How great then the miflake of 
thofe, who object, that the doc- 
trine of election renders the means 
of grace of no advantage, and 
tends.to difcourage a ferious atten- 
tion to divine things? This, we 
fee, is fo far from being the cafe, 
that it is on the contrary the only 
foundation of hope for depraved 
finners, and fo affords them the 
only .jult ground of encourage- 
ment to attend to the means of fal- 
vation. 

Were it not for -this dofrine, 
finners under a jult conviction of 
their depravity and oppofition to 
God would be in total defpair. 
For when by the convicting influ- 
ences of the holy {pirit they are 
brought to a juit fenfe of their 
character, and feel, that they are 
dead in fin, and their carnal mind 
is enmity againft God ; they are 
then fenfible, that they have noth- 
ing to commend themfelves to the 
divine favor—that they thall never 
go to Chrift in faith and love, un- 
lefs drawn by the Father, and that 
God might in juftice leave them 
to goon in fin to everlalting de- 
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ftruétion. And in this view of 
their fituation, their only ground 
of hope is in the fovereign electing 
grace of God—that he, of his 
mere mercy, has determined to 
awaken, renew, and fave fome 
guilty unworthy finners, and that 
therefore he may have mercy upon 
fuch great finners, as they feel 
themfelves to be. But did they 
fuppofe, that God would never 
forgive any, till they had done 
fomething good or holy to com- 
mend themfelves to his favor, or 
tillthey were of themfelves difpo- 
fed to repent and cordially believe 
in Chrift ; they would be thrown 
into utter defpair. Hence it is, 
that finners, under deep and gen- 
uine cenviction, fo generally fall 
into the doétrine of eleétion, which 
they are before fo inclined to deny 
and oppofe. They then fee it to 
be their only ground of hope. 

The fubje& fuggelts 2 number 
of important remarks, fome of 
which will be noticed, 

1. It appears, that the doétrine 


On Eletion. 








of election is a very important and 
ofeful trath, which ought frequent- | 
ly to be held up to view in preach- | 
ing the gofpel. This is evident 
from various confiderations. It 
was frequently taught by the Lord 
ae Jecfus, and his apoftles, which fhews 
Bs that they confidered it as an impor- 
tant doétrine, ufeful and neceffary 
to be inculcated. Preaching the 
doctrine of eleétion or the fove- 
reignty of God brings his real 
character into view, that all may 
examine, whether they are cordi- 
ally reconciled to it ; and thus it 
has a tendency to convince formal 
hypocrites and carelefs finners of 
their oppofition to God. For if 
they are oppofed to the fovereign- 
ty or eleéting grace of God, it 
manifefts, that they are enemies to 
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7 wrath ; and fo tends to conyince 
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them of guilt and danger. It has 
a peculiar tendency to fhew man- 
kind their real charaé¢ter and fitua- 
tion—ftrip them of their felf-right- 
eoufiiefs and felf-dependence, make 
them fenfible of their dependence 
upon the mere mercy of God, and 
thus prepare them to receive Chrift 
and the grace of the gofpel. This 
doéttrine alfo affords the only juft 
encouragement for minifters to 
preach, and people to pay any fe- 
rious attention to the means of 
grace, and is neceflary to prevent 
finners under a true conviction of 
their guilt and depravity from utter 
defpair. Thefeconfiderations thew, 
that itis a very interefting and ufe- 
ful doétrine, and that it ought to 
be plainly held up to view in preach- 
ing the gofpel. 

How great then the miftake of 
thofe, who, altho they allow the 
truth of this doétrine, yet fuppofe 
it to be a hurtful and dangerous 
truth, which minifters ought feldom 
or ever to preach? Is it not highly 
impeaching the wifdom and good- 


| nefs of God to fuppofe, that he has 


inhis word fo frequently and plain- 
ly revealed a truth, which is of a 
hurtful and dangeroustendency,and 
which preachers ought not to incul- 
cate ? Is it not prefuming to know 
better, than the Lord Jefus and his 
infpired apofties, what truths are 
ufeful, and ouglit to be taught? Be- 
fides, the fcriptures teach, that min- 
ifters are not to fhun to declare all 
the counfel of God, whether the 
people will hear or forbear. 
not then very wicked and prefump- 
tuous to object, that the doctrine of 
election, if true, is of a hurtful 
and dangerous tendency, and. ought 
feldom or ever to be preached? 

2. The doétrine of eleéion is 
infeparably conneéted with regen- 
eration or a divine influence in re- 
newing the heartsof finners. IfGod 
by his Spirit docs renew the bearts 
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of hispeople,and make them willing 
in the day of his power, as the 
fcripture declares ; then it is cer- 
tain, that he has determined, 
whofe hearts he would renew, and 
whofenot. And this his determi- 
nation muft be eternal, fince he is 
unchangeable in his purpofes and 
defigns, and known unto him are 
all his works from the beginning. 
If then we allow, that regenera- 
tion is the work of God’s Spirit, 
which no real Chriftian can deny ; 
we mutt alfo allow the doétrine of 
election, which is infeparably con- 
neéted with it. ‘Then the denial 
of eleétion neceffurily involves the 
denial of regeneration, which is 
the foundation of all real religion in 
the hearts of depraved finners. 

3. Since the doétrine of elec- 
tion is fo plainly and frequently 
taught in the word of God, and 
is fo infeparably conneéted with 
the great effential truths of the gof- 
pel ; is it not very wicked and pre- 
{umptuous to oppofe and revile it 
with fach bitternefs, as many do ? 
Many openly declare, that if this 
doctrine ts true, God is a partial, 
unjuf, unreajonable Being—that 
they will not acknowledge any 
fuch God, and ufe many other 
hard and bitter exprefhons againt{t 


the fentiment, that they can hardly 
bear to hear it mentioned without 
being offended. But fince none 
can deny, that this dodtrine is fre- 
quently taught in the fcriptures— 
that moft when awakened and re- 
newed, do at once embrace it, and 
that this is often the cafe with 
thofe who were bitter oppofers, 
while unawakened ; ought not 
thefe confiderations to render per- 
fons very cautious of bitterly oppo- 
fing and reviling this fentiment ; 
left haply they be found fighting 
and {peaking againft God? For if 
it isa fcripture truth, their oppo- 
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fition and reviling are direétly a» 
gainft God, and their mouths are 
againft the heavens. They fhould 
remember, that the Lord Jefus is 
coming with tea thoufands of his 
faints to execute judgment upon 
all, and to convince ungodly fin- 
ners of all their hard fpeeches, 
which they have fpoken againft 
him. 


A bitter oppofition againft this - 


important doétrine, fo plainly 
taught in fcripture, affords a de- 
gree of evidence, that thofe perfons 
have never become cordially re- 
conciled to the divine character or 
the truth of the gofpel. 

4. It appears from our fubjedt, 
that thofe, who are oppofing the 
doétrine of eleétion, or the fover- 
eign grace of God in renewing and 
faving finners, are oppofing the on- 
ly juft ground, on which any of 
mankind can hope for falvation. 
Could they overthrow this truth, 
and eftablith the fentiment, that 
God had chofen none in particue 
lar to falvation, and would not re- 
new any, till they had done fome- 
thing to procure his favor, or ren- 
der themfelves worthy of his grace, 
it is certain from feripture, that 
none would ever be renewed or 


i faved. Thus the oppofers of this 
it—Yea, fome are fo oppofed to | 


truth are foolifhly laboring to over- 


' throw the only ground of hope for 
fallen man ; and could they really 
| deftroy this truth, as they with, 


they would enfure the eternal de- 
ftruction of the whole haman race. 

5. A juft ftatement of the doc- 
trine of election fhews at once the 
abfurdity of the objection, that 
perfons will! be faved, if elected; 
whether they attend to divine 
things and the duties of religion, 
or not. Eleétion is God’s deter- 
mination to render divine truth 
efficacious in awakening and bring- 
ing a certain number to repentance, 
faith, and a ferious attention to 


oy 























































































































<< <2vt 


ila ae 


Pree ene es 


eS < Pr : ze A , , a Pmt £09 < 
Se * aed at ees  . 
¢ Rf ~» 5 : ‘2 => > - Pee —— 
ss var nl a - Xe bee oe s.. $ . 
“< 5 ae 
at aed ee “ “ r 
Aye EARE Sc oe = lai See Bia . ™ _— 
“ - . A . Sr ea . “ 


<< Siprpatre aes BS So 


* 


to 


Fama 
2 Tk Pe pee ices 


inh Seen cate nn ee oh 
ere 


+. 


mo 


Ente me OG cane 


~ 
= 


Se hE 


as 
~~ gees 


7= 


a ae 


ae yk ee ee 


4 


14 


the duties of religion, that they 
may in this way obtain falvation. 
Since therefore eleétion is the di- 
wine determination, that a number 
fhall obtain falvation, by repenting 
and forfaking fin, believing in 
and obeying Chrift, and living in 
a careful obfervance of religious 
duties ; how abfurd and contradic- 
tory toaffert, that any can be fav- 
ed, whether they comply with thefe 
conditions, or not ; and that it is 
no advantape to aitend to thefe 
means ? [his is as abfurd as to 
affert, that if it is determined, that 
@ certain number, unknown to us, 
fhall live 80 years by means of 
temperance; they will certainly 
live this time, whether they are 
temperate or not, and therefore 
there is no advantape in endeav. 
oring to preferve our lives thefe 80 
years by means of temperance. 

In both thefe cafes, the divine 
determnination renders the means 
neccflary to obtain the end. It is 
therefore as impofhible for any to 
obtain falvation without repent- 
ance and a ferious attention to di- 
vine things; as it would be to live 
eighty years without temperance, 
when this was to be the means, of 
preferving our lives fo long. The 
amore temperate a perfon was in 
this cafe, the greater would be the 
probability of his living thefe eigh- 
ty years. So the greater fenfe 
perfons have of their fin and dan- 
ger, and the more attentive they 
are to their eternal concerns, the 
greater is the probability of their 
falvation. 

6. The doétrine of ele&ion 
gives none any juft occafion to 
charge God with partiality, as fome 
imagine. Asallmankindarefinners, 
fo all juftly deferve deftruétion— 
And as none will ever go to Chrift 
for falvation, unlefs drawn by the 
Father ; fo God might in juttice 
Jeaye al] to go on in fin to eternal 
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ruin. He has therefore a juft 
right to beftow his grace upon one 
and not upon another, as he fees 
be(t. And by fending hie Spirit to 
awaken and renew fome, he does 
no injury to thofe who are left to 
follow their own finful  inclina- 
tions, andthus goto deftrudtion. 
Thofe, who are thus left, will nev- 
er fuffer any thing more than they 
jultly deferve, and therefore have 
no reafon to complain of: any in- 
juttice. 

Neither does the doétrine of 
election afford any juft excufe to 
any for negledting divine things, or 
living in impenitence. The calls, 
warnings, and invitations of the 
gofpel are to all— God now 
commandeth all menevery whereto 
repent ” The language of his word 
is to all, ** T'urn ye, turn ye ; for 
why will ye die?’ ‘“ Whofoever 
will, let him take the water of life 
freely.” There is no obftacle in 
the way of our going to Chrifl 
and obtaining falvation, but what 
arifes from our own wicked oppo- 
fition of heart. God’s determin- 
ation to fend his Spirit to awaken 
and bring forne to repentance, does 
not at all prevent others from re- 
penting, if difpofed. It is ftill 
true, “ Whofoever will, let him 
come, and take the water of life.” 
If any therefore, who enjoy the 
gofpel, perith ; it will be through 
their own negleé&t and oppofition, 
or becaufe they will not go unto 
Chrift, that they may have life. 

Finally, how unreafonable and 
dangerous for any of us to be neg- 
leétful of divine things, and out 
eternal concerns. 

Our fituation in the prefent 
world is very folemn. We havebe- 
gun an exiftence, which will never 
end. Before us lies everlafting 
happinefs or mifery. Yes, we 
fhall in the eternal world be for- 
ever rifing in glory and felicity, oF 
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finking deeper and deeper in woe 
and defpair. And upon the im- 
provement of the prefent life, our 
eternal welfare depends. We have 
now a fpace given for repentance, 
—a feafon allotted us to prepare 
for eternity. The terms of falva- 
tion are irreverfibly fixed. We 
mult repent, forfake our finful prac- 
tices, cordially receive Jefus as 
our Saviour, yield a careful obedi- 
ence to the divine commands, and 
make religion our higheft concern, 
or we can never obtain falvation. 
For without faith, repentance, and 
holinefs, it is certain, that none 
can be admitted ito heaven, or 
enjoy its holy happinefs. 

‘The means of falvation are ap- 
pointed, and many motives fet be- 
fore us to awaken our attention to 
divine things, and to excite us to 
fecure our eternal interefts. God 


hath favored us with his word, and 
the preaching of the gofpel to in- 


ftru& us in the truths and duties 
of religion, and to remind us of its 
infinite importance. He fends his 
minifters to pray us in Chrift’s 
ftead, “ Be ye reconciled unto 
sod.” He has inftituted the ho- 
ly fabbath for the exprefs purpofe, 
that we may have opportunities of 
attending to our eternal concerns. 
He is alfo calling up our attention 
to thefe things by the ftrivings of 
his Spirit, by ficknefs, and by 
deaths of others around us. Al! 
thefe things confpire to urge us to 
make divine things our chicf con- 
cern, and to lay up our treafures in 
heaven. But if we make lipht of 
religion and its duties, mifimprove 
the fabbath, neglecta preached gof- 
pel,and live in impenitenee ; we 
fhall treafure up wrath againit the 
day of wrath, and bring upon our- 
{elves an aggravated condemnation. 
Tt will then be jultly faid unto us, 
“ Becaufe I have called, and ye 


haye refufed ; I will alfo laugh at 
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your calamity, and mock, whea 
your fear cometh.”’ ‘ Then thall 
they call upon me, and I will nos 
anfwer.” Our probationary {tate 
is haftening to-a clofe, and at fur- 
theft will foon be gone. How 
foon we may be arrefted by the 
ftroke of death—be fummoned to 
meet our judge, and receive our 
final fentence, we know not; for 
in fuch a day as we think not, the 
Son of man cometh. How infin- 
itely important then, that we 
‘“‘ work out our own falvation with 
fear and trembling, and give all 
diligence to make our calling and 
election fure.” 


For tHe Connecticut Evan- 
GELICAL MaGazine. 


Thoughts on the forgivenefs of fin. 
‘'ORGIVENESS, as exerci- 


fed towards fome of our re- 
bellious race, is a. wonderful act of 
God. Itis alwaysa difplay of un« 
merited and fovereign good will. 
No one can be a fubjeé of forgive- 
nefs, unlefs he is viewed as having 
previoufly done wrong ; and, 
when forgiven, it is fuppofed he is 
treated altogether better than he 
deferves. It would be abfurd to 
talk of forgiving an innocent perfon. 
When a parent forgives a child, it 
is always fuppofed that the child 
has been difobedient, and has mer- 
ited fome kind of punifhment or 
correction. When the criminal, 
under fentcnce of death, receives 
from his fovereiga a pardon, this 
pardon does not imply an extenua- 
tion of his guilt, nor that the fen- 
tence of death was too fevere; but 
it neceflarily carries with it an idea 
that he was deferving of all the 
evil expreffed in the fentence, and 
alfo that it was an act of mere mer- 
cy inhis fovereign, that the fen- 
tence was not cxccuted. 
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Thus when God forgives fin- 
ners, who have been carrying on 
rebellion againft him, and who are 
fentenced to eternal death by his 
holy law, itis notto be fuppofed 
he has feen any thing in them to 
Jeffen their criminality—their real 
defert. This isneverthe ground 
of forgivenefs—nay, to admit this 
would deftroy the very idea of for- 
givenefs. 1f criminality and de- 
fert of punifhment are not feen in 
the finner the very moment he is 
forgiven, there is mo grace, no 
mercy, inthe a&t of forgivenefs ; 
for there is nothing to be forgiven. 
When God forgives finners, he 
forgives them as being vile, pollu- 
ted creatures, and deferving noth- 
ing better than to be punifhed with 
everlafting deftruétion from his 
prefence and from the glory of his 
power. ‘The more finful and vi'e 
they are, the greater and more 
aftonifhing is the difplay of God’s 
mercy in their being forgiven. 
This idea is very clearly commu- 
nicated by the divine Saviour. In 
the courfe of his miniftry, he went, 
by fpecial invitation, into the houfe 
of a Pharifee, and fat down to 
meat. While at the table, a wo- 
man who had been a notorious fin- 
ner, placed herfelf at his feet, and 
began to wath them with tears, and 
to wipe them with the hairs of her 
head ; and the kiffed his feet, and 
anointed them with a precious oint- 
ment. ‘This filled the mind of the 
Pharifee with indignation, becaufe 
ihe woman was a great finner. 
He was a poor, felf blinded man, 
and had no idea of the nature of 
forgivenefs. The divine Saviour 
was fenfible of his cafe, and un- 
dertook to inftrudét him, by calling 
his atrentionto a flory. “ There 
was a certain creditor (faid he) 
euhich had two debtors ; the one 
uwed five hundred pence, and the 
other fifty. dnd when they had 
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nothing to pay, he frankly forgave 
them both. Tell me, therefore, 
which of them will love him moft ? 
The Pharifee anfwered and faid, 
I fuppofe that he to whom he for- 
gave mot. And he faid unto him, 
Thou haft rightly judged.”” From 
this reprefentation of the nature of 
forgivenefs, it appears that finners 
have nothing to pay—nothing, by 
which they can /efen their criminal- 
ity—nothing, by which they can 
purchafe forgivenefs, or which 
they can offer as the kaf? cenfider- 
ation. 

Serioufly confidered, it is alton- 
ifhing that the falvation of men is 
not declared to be impofhile. 
Blefled be God that he forgives 
finners ! Imprefled with this tho’t, 
we view, we feel ourfelyes to be 
prifoners of hope. 

To explain the mature of for. 
givenefs, and to point out the foun- 
dation on which it ts exercifed, is 
the preat fubje&t matter of  thofe 
who fpeak for Chrift. It is the 
very effence of the gofpel. The 
fcriptures, however, will not war- 
rant thofe, who are confecrated to 
give gofpel-inftruction, to fay that 
God forgives all indifcriminately, 
without regard totheir characters 
and conduct. Itis clearly reveal- 
ed in the fcriptures of truth, that 
fome of our race will be left to con- 


| daét in fach a manner, as that they 


will never have forgivenefs, nei- 
ther in this world, nor in the 
worldto come. This is exprefsly 
aftrmed of Judas, the unhappy 
man, who was Icft to betray our 
Lord. * Good were it for that 
man, if ke had never been born.” 
The day is approaching, when 
mankind will be divided ; as ap- 
pears from the following paffages— 
Matt. xxv. 46. “ Thefe fhall go 
away into everlafting punifbment 
but the righteous mto tife eternal.” 
Rey. xxi. 7, 8. 46 He that overs 





3802.) 


cometh foall inkerit all ibings, and I 
will be his God, and he (hall be my 
fon. But, the fearful, and unbe- 
lieving and the abominable, and 
murderers, and whoremongers, and 
Jorcerers, and tdolaters and all liars 
fhall have their part in the lake 
which burneth with fire and brim- 
flone : which is the fecond death.” 
If, therefore, forgivenefs will not 
be extended to all the human race, 
what can be the ground of difcrim- 
ination? And what are the condi- 
tions of forgivenefs? In anfwer to 
thefe enquiries, it may be obferved. 

1. The ground of difcrimina- 
tion is the fovereiga will and pleaf- 
ure of God. “ Jt is not of him 
that willeth, nor of him that run- 
neth, but of God that fheweth mer- 
cy.” When we read in the holy 
{criptures, as we certainly do, that 
fome of our fallen race will be fub- 
jects of forgivenefs, and that others 
will die in their fins, and never 


have forgivenefs, we mult afcribe 
this difference to the holy fove- 
reignty of God. We ought to be 
fatished with faying, “ Even fo 
Father, for fo it feemeth good in thy 


Sight.’ tis God, that holy God, 

who made all things, and who 
hath a right to all things, that ma- 
keth one to differ from another. 
The whole human race are funken 
in iniquity,and God pardons as ma- 
ny as feemeth good in his fight. 
This is primarily the ground of 
that difcrimination among men re- 
fpeing forgivenefs, of which the 
{criptures fo abundantly fpeak. But 
juttice to this important point re- 
quires that fome farther obferva- 
tions be made to elucidate it. 

z. God exercifes forgivenefs, 
not for the fake of the finner, but 
for Chrift’s fake. The do@rine 
of the forgivenefs of fin can never 
be confiftently proclaimed, only 
in and through Jefus Chrift. When 
the apoitles preached forgiveness of 
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fin, they always exhibited the mer- 
its of a Saviour as its fole ground. 
They reprefented him, as having 
magnified and made honorable the 
law which finners have broken, and 
which, withouthis mediation, would 
have been an eternal bar in the way 
of their falvation. As to the for- 
givenefs and falvation of finners, 
Chrift is the way, the truth and the 
life. Heis all in all to them. 
That perfon, who has obtained the 
infinite blefling of having his fins 
forgiven, is wholly indebted to 
Chrift for the beftowment of the 
favour. It came in and through 
him, and in no other way. The 
language of fcripture is “* He was 
delivered for our offences’ —=* He 
died the jujt for the unjuft.” 

3. Forgivenefs is extended to 
none who do not repent and believe. 
The gofpel plainly ftates this as a 
condition of forgivenefs. I would 
not be underftood to mean, that re- 
pentance and faith are confidered 
as meriting forgivenefs. In aton- 
ing for the unhely, rebellious life 
of a finner, repentance has no mer- 
it ; not even the fmalleft degree. 
It has already been obferved, that 
the merits of a Saviour is the fole 
ground of forgivenefs. Notwith- 
{tanding this, the fcriptures aflure 
us that God will forgive none, 
while they*continue in ftupidity 
and rebellion. Sinners muft tura 
unto the Lord by repentance, by 
breaking off from wickednefs, and 
forfaking it, or they may never 
expect to be fubjeéts of forgivenefs. 
Thofe whom God forgives, he 
takes into his holy family ; and it 
would be difhonorary to him to 
forgive any one, while he perfilts 
in his native {tubbornnefs. Tho’ 
Chrift has died and made a full 
atonement, and though all who 
are forgiven, are forgiven wholly 
for his fake, yet it is never done, 





not even in one inftance, unlefs the 
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finner exercifes repentance. The 
finner mutt himfelt be a proper fub- 
ject of forgivenefs,—he mutt pof- 
fefs a moral fituefs for fuch a favor. 
He muft leave the fide of God’s 
enemies, and take his place among 
his friends: Would our rulers 
proclaim a: pardon for one, who 
had been guilty of treafon againit 
the government, while the perfon 
was yet Carrying into execution his 
wicked and malicious defigns:? It 
could not reafonably be expedted. 
No more can it be fuppofed that 
































the finner, while he perfilts in a 
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God will ever extend pardon to | 
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whenever God does forgive, it is 
wholly for Chrift’s fake—that he 
never forgives where there is no 
repentance---nor where there isnot 
a forgiving temper. 

The attentive reader, of this ef- 
fay on forgivenefs, will naturally 
infer, that the beftowment of par- 
don is very different from the pa/- 
liation of a crime. Men in author- 
ity are prone to connive at wicked 
praétices, which come within their 
cognizance. They fometimes do 
this, that they may avoid the trou- 
ble of a faithful difcharge of duty, 








life of fin. The condition of for- 
givenefs, therefore, as the charac- 
ter of the finner is refpected, is re- 
pentance. A broken and a con- 
trite heart God will not defpife. 

4. God forgives none, who do 
not themfelves poffels a fpirit of 
forgivenefs. On this the Saviour 
infifted in his public and private 
inftruétions. He taught, that if 
men hoped to be forgiven of God, 
they mutt learn to forgive one ano- 
ther. This thought he introduced 
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= in that excellent form of prayer 
bi, which he gave his difciples. For- 
eh give us our debts, as we forgive our 
th! debtors. ‘Yhis part of the prayer 











he was particular to explain and 
enforce immediately after he utter- 
edit. “ For if ye forgive men their 
trefpaffes, your heavenly Father will 
alfo forgive you. But, 1f ye forgive 
not men their trefpaffes, netither will 
your heavenly Father forgive your 
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‘ trefpaffes.’ Tiere a fpirit of for- 
ea: givenefs is {tated as a condition of 
Ht being forgiven. It is a qualification 
lei no lefs requifte than repentance. 
Beat} 








If men do not pofleis this temper, 
they are morally unfit to be forgiv- 
en.—It has. now been made to ap- 
pear that the ground. of difcrimina- 
tion among mankind, as to their 
being forgiven or not forgiven, is 
the fovereign will of God—that 
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or that they may not rilk their rep- 
utation and influence among the 
wicked, by properly executing the 
law. ‘They palliate crimes, and 
let evil doers go unpunifhed. This, 
all will fee, is very different from 
the beftowment of pardon. Par- 
don fuppofes a knowledge of ini- 
quity, and bears teftimony againft 
it- Men in authority, who prac- 
tife in this way, inftead of being a 
terror to evil doers, as they ought 
to be, are partakers of their evil 
deeds. Parents are very apt to 
palliate the crimes of their chil- 
dren, and to excufe themfelves 
from difeharging the duty which 
God has enjoined upon them.— 
They connive at the firft dawnings 
of fin, and as their children pro- 
grefs in iniquity, they grow more 
fruitful in their excufes for them. 
This criminat indulgence of parents 
is not pardun—it has nothing of 
the nature of forgivenefs. It is 
far from it. It is the covering 
over of iniquity, and is infinitely 
mifchievous to the fouls of their 
dear offspring. God never thus 
palliates fin, in any of his creatures 
—notin his own children. It is 
true he pardons, he forgives the 
very chicf of finners ; but whea 
he forgives, he does not make fin- 
ners feel that their crimes are {mall. 
He does not jacline them to make 
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the beft of their cafe; but he 
brings their fins into light. He 
gives them conviction—he makes 
their hearts appear awful to them- 
felves—he caufes their wickednefs 
to {tare them in the face. The 
cenfequence is they.do not feel, 
that they are better than others— 
that their fins are not very great, 
and that from this confideration 
they have fome reafon toexpe@ par- 
don. When God forgives, he never 
caufes finners to have fuch feelings 
as thefe ; for, with thefe feelings, 
they would net be in a fituation 
rishtly to appreciate the mercy of 
God in forgiving them. ‘There- 
fore, it is ufually the cafe, that 
finners, before they becom® ac- 
quainted with the comforts of re- 
ligion, havea feafon of conviétion, 
and diftrefs of mind. ‘This pre- 
pares the way for thera to have a 
more clear fight of the bl-fednefs 
of thofe whofe tranfpreflions are 
forgiven. 
H. 


The azem@y of created unembodied 
Spirits, whether good or euil, on 
mankind in this world. 


N attending to this fubject, it is 
j not propofed to confider the 
cafe of demoniacs, nor of prophets, 
ta whom the will of God has been 
revealed, by the miniltry of angels. 
Thefe are preter-natural: but to 
attend to the ufual agency of fuch 
Spirits on men. 

It is neceflary that fuch agency 
be firft proved, for the f{pirit of the 
ace, in progrefling towards infidel- 
ity, is leading many to queftion 
the agency of any invifible created 
beings with man, and to confider 
the idea romantic: even the pious 

do not, fo much as formerly, attend 
to the fubjed. 

Is it not an argument of fome 


weight, in proof of the agency of | 


Agency of Spirits on mankind. 
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fuch Spirits with us, that their ex- 
iftence is revealed ? If they had no 
intercourfe with us, and we no 
concern with them, the know- 
ledge of their exiftence would per- 
haps be ufelefs ; and if fo it is not 
reafonable to fuppofe that.it would 
have been-revealed, any more than 
the exiftence and circumftances of 
the inhabitants of the planets, if, 
according to analogical arguments, 
there are any fuch. Hit be ob- 
jected, that we have no organs, by 
which fuch fpirits can have accefs 
to our minds, it is fufficient to ob- 
ferve, that the objector will doubt- 
lefs candidly confefs, that he does 
not fo fully underftand the ftru€ture 
of the mind, nor that of created 
fpirits, as to have fure grounds of 
confidence that his objeétion is 
well founded. Itis reafonable to 
believe that -unembodied fpirits 
have fome means of intercourfe 
with each other, and therefore cor- 
poreal organs in their fituation are 
not neceflary to mutual intercourfe, 
and can we conceive of any thing 
to prevent their having fome fimilar 
way of accefs to us? 

Befides: ‘The general depend- 
ance of one part of God’s works 
upon another, as far as our ac- 
quaintance extends, renders it at 
leaft probable, that there is fome 
communication with thofe {pirits. 
But the holy fcriptures furnith us 
with full evidence. —Refpecting 
the agency of evil fpirits, we are 
informed, that Satan worketh in 
the hearts of the children of difo- 
bedience,—blindeth the minds of 
them that believe not,—filled the 
hearts of Annanias and Saphira to 
lie to the Holy Ghott,-—entered 
Judas the apoltate-—fent his mef- 
fencer to buffet Paul,—and even 
tempted Chrift himfelf. On this 
account men are warned by the 
fcriptures to take heed that they 
dg not fall into the fnare cf the 
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Devil, and are direéted to refift the 
Devil, with affurance that then he 
will flee from them.—Since evil 
fpirits have fuch an agency on men; 
it is but reafonable to fuppofe, that 
good fpirits have at leaft an equal 
agency, and the fcriptures confirm 
the idea. They inform us, that 
God giveth his angels charge over 
his faints, to keep them in all their 
ways,—that they are miniftering 
fpirits, fent forth to minifter to 
them who fhall be heirs of falva- 
tion. I pafs over the numerous 
in{tances in which they have been 
commifhioned to bear the fpecial 


meflages of God to Lot, Manoah, | 


Mary, the fhepherds and others. 
It is prefumed the agency in quef- 
tion is proved. 

The nature of their agency will 
be next confidered. Unembodied 
fpirits do not aé immediately on 
the hearts and affe@tions of man- 
kind. No created being, whether 
in the body or out, is able to do 
this. It is the prerogative of God 
alone. Ifthey affeét the heart, it 
is indirectly by motives. 
they ordinarily a& on the under- 
ftandings of men, fo as to reveal 
to them things of which they were 
ignorant. It is true they hare 
been fent by exprefs commiffion to 
give revelations from God, as Ga- 
briel to Mary, &c. yet we have no 
evidence that they ordinarily have 
a natural power to do this, and it 
is certain, that nothing of this na- 
ture commonly takes place. 

But the agency of fuch fpirits 
appears to be wholly on the imag- 
ination, and is effeéted by fuggelt- 
ing thoughts to our minds, and 
placing them jn true or falfe col- 
ors, adapted to influence us to duty 
or wickednefs. Evil fpirits, in 
this wav, pra@ife their wiles to 
lead men into fin, as Satan tempt- 
ed David to number Ifrael,—and 
A\nnanias and his wife to lie to the 
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tians, as in the cafe of the meffen. 
ger of Satan to buffet Paul. This 
alfo takes place in the infidel and 
blafphemous thoughts fuggefted to 
the mind, by which people of em- 
inent piety have been fometimes 
fearfully haraffed.—On the con- 
trary, good fpirits have a falutary 
influence on the people of God; 
for they have a charge over them, 
to keep them in all their ways, left 
at amy time they dafh their feet 
againit a ftone. 





Nor do | 


The fuggeftions of evil fpirits 
are artful and infidious. Satan 
, fometimes, that he may deceive, 
| affumes the puife of an angel of 

light ; and we read of the {nares, 
wiles and devices of the Devil. 
| He is called a deceiver and liar, 
| and it is in the praétice of thefe 
arts that he goeth about feeking 
whom he may devour. His fub- 
tilty confifts very much in adap- 
| ting his fuggeftions to the circum- 
{tances, pafhions, leading objects 
and caft of mind, of fuch ashe af- 
fails. He applied himfelf to the 
covetoufnefs of Judas, Annanias 
and Saphira. He wrought upon 
the pride of David,—the fear of 
Peter, and he laid his temptations 
to enfnare ovr Lord by the molt 
artful quotations of ferypture, and 
by attempting to make him con- 
cerned to prove himfelf the Mel- 
fiah, even to Satan, as if, it were 
queftionable. Saul of Tarfus was 
wrought upon by arn application to 
his ambition, and by Satan’s affec- 
ting the angel of light, to fan to 2 
flame a falfe zeal for religion. To 
the gloomy, his temptations and 
fupgeftions are calculated to excite 
defpondency,—and to the cheer- 
ful, levity. His fuggeftions in- 
flame the luft, pride and avarice of 
fuch as are given by habit or con- 
ftitution to thefe things. May I 





fay, he prefents himfelf as a mag- 
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nifying glafs between the imagina- 
tion and the littie objects of finful 
purfuit, and enlarges them out of 
meafure, and that he reverfes it, 
to diminifh the infinite motives to 
duty, and godlinefs, or throws in 
his fuggeltions to hide them from 
the view of the mind entirely ; fo 
that fuch as do. not-refiit the 
Devil, but give heed to -his. iilu- 
fions, are led aftray by his fafcina- 
tions? Thus he takes much the 


fame methods, that artful and in- | 


fidious men take, to enfnare and 
pervert people for their own pur- 
pofes, by taking advantage of their 
circumf{tances, and every trait of 
their chara¢ter and pafiions.—It is 
alfo reafonable to believe, that good 
fpirits, like good men, fuggelt 
truth to the mind, and remove il- 


lafions, and falfe colorings, fo far | 


as men will attend to their fuggeft- 
ions, that they may confirm the 
people of God, and recover them 
from the {nares of the Devil ; fo 
that he may not have dominion 
over them, and lead them captive 
at his will ; and that it is in this 
way, that they keep the faints, that 
they fhould not data their feet a- 
gainit a ftone, foand they become 


miniftering fpirits to the heirs of 


falvation. Noris it unreafonable 
to fuppofe, that while finners are 


Agency of Spirits of mankind. 








ings, good orevil, with or without 
bodies, can do us any moral good 
or hurt, any further than we vol- 
untarily liften to, their fuggeftions, 
Our hearts are beyond the coer- 
cive power of created beings. 
However guilty cur tempiers may 





be, they form no excufe to exone- 
| rate us from guilt. 
| The preceding remarks urge the 
| importance of keeping our imagine 
| ations under the ftricteft difcipline. 
| Thefe are too ofien negledted, and 
| left entirely open and unguarded 
| tothe adverfary : and it fhould be 
| remembered, that this is giving 
him the only advantage which-he 
defires, from which alone he can 
affaitand ruin vs. The imagina- 
tion fhould be guarded with a jeal- 
ous eye, be preferved chafte and 
| pure,’ and be confecrated to God 
and duty. Mennever can be very 
| religious unlefs their imaginations 
‘ are turned into holy meditations. 
Further: If we would derive 
amy benefit from thofe who are 
| miniftering {pirits to the heirs of 
falvation, and appoiated by God 
. for this purpofe, we muft be con- 
‘cerned, carefully to cherifli every 
{criptural motive to duty, whieh 
arifes in our minds, whether fug- 
_gelted by reading the {criptures, 
by Chriftian converfation, by our 


in probation, and are noi judicially ; peculiar circum{tances, by medita- 


given over as reprobstes, that good 
yo urge upon thent alfo, in the 
ame way, the motives of the gof- 


pel, by fuggefting to their minds a 


confideration of their importance. 


, tions, or by feeming accident ; fer 
it is by taking advantage of fuch 
cecafions that thefe falutary fug- 

| geftions are ufually made to man- 

kind. 


The Spirit of God is the great We further remark, that men 
agent of fanctification, but how | are not to thmmk any better of them- 
much we are indebted to good an- | felves, becaufe motives to religion 
gels, for our ferioufnefs, and pre- | frequently arife in their minds, nor 
fervation from fin, it is impoflible | any worfe of themf{elves, on ac- 
for us to decide. God often ufes | count. of the moft blafphemous 
their miniftry. fuggeftions made to their imagina- 

If the above remarks are true, | tions, from without, any further 
it will follow, that no created be- | forth than they approve of them, 
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er voluntarily admit them to re- 
main, and have infivence upon 
them. 

Finally : the preceding obferv- 
ations fhould convince us, that no 
faggeftions or impulfes are a rule 
of action. They mult be tried by 
‘the holy fcriptures, or we run an 


infinite hazard. MIiKROS. 





Mess’as. Epitors, 

YOUR plan comprifes bio- 
graphical fketches. The one now 
prefented is fubmitted to your dif- 
pofal. You may reft affured the 
writer has affumed nothing in his 
relation, but adifferent name from 
the real one of the perfon whom 
he defcribes ; and this for reafons 
too plain to mention. 


MILIA was bora of reputa- 

able parents, and lived the 

moft of her fhort life in one of the 
flourifhing towns in Connetticut. 
Her father has long been impro- 
ved in public life and enjoys a plen- 
tiful eftate. Emilia from her in- 
fancy, was a child formed to pain 
attention—lively and quick in her 
imagination, fhe pleafed her little 
acquaintances, and made them ad- 
mire her. But efpecially fhe en. 
gaged the affedtion of her parents 
and older conneétions, whofe 
breafts often heaved witha joyous 
figh, in anticipation of her future 
brilliancy. In addition to her nat- 
ural vivacity her fignre was grace- 
ful, though rather flender—her 
fkin tranfparent, tinged with the 
rofe—her eyes and features expref- 
five, and well animated, and her 
manners naturally eafy and deli- 
cate. Having paffed the days of 
infancy and childhood, her mind 
brightened with her years. Her 
education, though much fhort of 
what fo promifing a fubje& merit- 
ed, was fufficient to lay open the 
qualities of her mind, and entitle 


Emilia. 
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her to fome of the moft flattering 
profpeéts in future condition and 
ufefulnefs. Emerging from the con- 
finements fuitable to early life, and 
approaching the fcenes of youthful 
amufement, her relifh for thofe 
fcenes foon became lively and pre- 
dominant.——-Until now, the did 
not either énow or feel the com- 
manding influence of her amiable 
endowments. And happy for 
thoufands in hike poffefhons had 
they never known them. But 
Emilia, fenfible of thefe, vanity ela- 
ted her heart. To drefs, to vifit, 
to be admired in the gay circle, the 
ball-room, and the pew, feemed to 
abforballherthoughts. Atlength, 
being full of fenfibility, and accuf- 
tomed to adulation, pride natural- 
ly increafed, and nothing fully 
pleafed her. Ambition and ideas 
of elevated life raifed ther quite 
above the uncultivated and rude of 
every defcription ; and Jed her to 
feek for fatisfa€tion among the del- 
icacies of refined fociety. This 
tafte carried her abroad frequently, 
to vifit her kindred and friends ta 
places of thick population and ele- 
gant manners. Her reception in 
thofe places was pratifying to her. 
The parties and circles into which 
fhe was invited viewed themfelves 
complimented with her company, 
and paid her that attention, which 
marked both their denfe of her 
merit, and the obligation confer- 
red by her agreeable converfation. 

ut even here, her felicity was in- 
complete. In the full tide of 
worldly joys, the foul of man 
does but feemto be refrefhed : at 
the moment of higheft enjoyment, 
it is mo? deceived, and foon alas ! 
the mighty void and deep chagrin 
are felt. This was the cafe with 
Emilia. Not fatisfied with her 
own wifhes, every amufement end- 
ed with a figh. She conceived 
forat imperfedtion in every pleafur- 
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able purfuit, which produced the 
alloy and blighted her expetta- 
tions. ‘This, as in all fimilar ca- 
fes, only excited mew and more in- 
genious efforts to extra the alloy : 
but by no means abated the fervor 
of purfuit after the ever ilufive 
phantom which dazzled before her, 
called Lappinefs. After five or fix 
years of her youthful bloom had 
glided off ; oceupied in gathering 
ali the innocent {weets of that ver- 
nal feafon ; fhe found the accom- 
plifhed Horatio, the friend and joy 
of her heart. He was refpeétable, 
affluent and well eftablifhed in bu- 
finefs. In the courfe of a few 
months, fuficient time had elapfed 
to come toa full explanation of 
their mutual regards and wifhes— 
the confummation of their alliance 
was contemplated, and fixed. But 
here, I mutt begin the chilling pre- 
fages of her exit. Her family in- 


herited a conftitutional tendency 


to that deleterious complaint, the 
confumption. Whether by taking 
cold, or otherwife, it is not cer- 
tain, the fymptoms of this diforder 
made their appearance. Emilia, 
thought but little of her real fitua- 
tion 5 and was by no means pre- 
pared for thefe gloomy forebod- 
ings !—Alas! how covertly, death 
approaches the young! Borne on 
the tide of youthful fpirits and pur- 
fuits, they are prone never to fuf- 
pect or fear this enemy, till embra- 
ced in his cold arms: then how 
_tudden—how great—and eternal 

is the change they feel! ! But 
Emilia had many premonitions of 
her departure. The tirlt whifpers 
of the lait meflenzer were clear 
and diltingt; bu: fhe could not 
hear—they were repeated and lou- 
der ; but ftill, fhe could not hear. 
How could it be poffible for a youth 
ef her turn of mind—accomplith- 
ments—and profpedts to be diver- 
tedtrom her innocent gaiety, her 


Ewilia. 
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company, and above all her loved 
Horatio, by fo difmal a call as 
that of death ? No, the could not 
bear ; but bid him pa’s, for fhe was 
preengaged. Wer diforder in the 
courfe of twelve or fourteenmonths, 
made very fenfible advances, and 
clearly portended what was to 
come. Her friends became very 
anxious. But Emilia could give 
no ferious attention to her health. 
To yield to: medical aid or direc- 
tion, would beto confefs herfelf fick. 
This was forbidding. Her indifpo- 
fitions would remit from time to 
time, and then fhe would refume 
again, her air of cheerfulnefs and 
keep her objects of purfuit in view. 
The time at length drew near 
which was contemplated, to com- 
plete her earthly felicity in ratify- 
ing her connection with her dear- 
eft beloved friend.—But, O what 
a profpect this! Yet refolved to 
purfue it—A profpeé to pall the 
feelings of any but Emilia, and 
fuch as are deaf and blind to the 
approaches and warnings of eterni- 
ty.—As if refolution would baffle 
omnipotence—or e/ude the grave ! 
How futile—how deceived !--The 
propriety of forming the connec- 
tion, under exifting circumilances 
became a queflion with her parents, 
and others moft iatercfted. The 
refult however iffued in favoring 
the meafure. Preparations accor- 
dingly were haftened as rapidly as 


' convenient, forthe celebration ot 


the union.—It took place on a fet 
day, with teftimonials ct joy, very 
gravely exprefed.—The. well cho- 
fen and coftly furniture of Emilia 
was conveyed to the manfion pre- 
pared for her fature refidence. 
Her friends accompanied her thith- 
er: and the connections of her 
joyful Horatio gave her a very 
hearty welcome. 

Introduced now, to the zenith 
of her withes, what can be waating 
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to complete her Paradife? But 
alas ! the fecret tabes, {teals upon 
het vitals, and turns every pleafure 
into taftelefs infipidity. Still, the 
Grefled, fhe went abroad, and at 
times affeéted cheerfulnefs, and 
would feem vo imply the was hap- 
py 3 but really enjoyed nothing.— 
At home the sicheft Juxuries had 
no relifh—The filent night—or 
fofieft down could give her ng reft. 
She received compasy—fhe took 
the reviving anddyne, and excrted 


every nerve to beguile her feelings | 
and enjoy her friends, and make | 


them happy—but all was feigned — 


Emilia 





viaience to nature, kept on the | 


thin ma/e of fafhionable joy and fa- 
tisfaction. How pitiable was her 
cafe? Inwited to her friendly cir- 
cle, my eyes witneffed with rei! 
pain, the confliét of her foul.— 
While nobly generous and anxious 
to maintain her dignity, and de- 
light her guefts, the purple blufh 
glowed in her pale check—her hol- 
Jow accents betrayed her fatal 
malady—and the involuntary figh 


befpoke the poignant anguith felt | 


within. How vain to contend with 


death, or urge pre-engagements | 


when he calls in earneft !! Com- 


pelled to relinquifh company and | 


all its parade, fhe retired to her 


apartment—fought and obtained | 
the beft medical afiftance—dif- 


mified domeftic cares—faw no- 
body except a few fele& friends, 
and tock the air but feldom. Soon 
fhe perceived that her phyfician, 
although he treated her tenderly, 
gave her only cordials, and enter- 
tained no idea of affording her any 
permanent relief. Her friends alfo 
conveyed their defpondency im 


their attention and countenances— |! 


and Horatio’s heart 
Tt feemed noe to be imprefed up- 
her mind for the 
muff die !—But O what a thought 


x = a 
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through her withcring limbs !! 
Had the refurreétion trumpet 
founded,’ it could hardly have a 
larmed her more. * What; fhe 
feemed to fay; muft this body 
foon be mouldering in the duft ! 
Thefe limbs which have been fo 
much my idol! Yes, O yes, the 
unalterable decree is paft!! Bur 
where will my foul appear ? Am | 
ready for the judgment? to appear 
unclothed before God ? No, no! 
T have whirled away my life, in 
the pi¢dy mazes of worldly ambi- 
tion, pleafures and follies, and nev- 
er {pent a moment in employments 
confonant to this hour, or a belief 
of eternity! ‘To die as Iam, how 
alarming ! I already feel the con- 
demning fentence—ZJ am /o/} for- 
ever !! What can I do, what 
can J fay !”’—Reviving from the 
firft fhoek of realizing her ap 
proaching diffolution, fhe betook 
herfelf to that long negle&ed book, 
the Bible + and read in it by turns 
very attentively. But fuch a dark- 
nefs covered it ; having never look- 
ed into it with ferious concern ; 
that it feemed to do her but little 
good, and fhe would foon lay it 
by again—She attempted to pray : 
but, neither did this afford her 
much relief ; fhe knew not God, 
nor felt any thing of him, but a 
fenfe of his power and anger.—A 


_dejection in her afpeét and man- 


was finitten. | 


firft time, shat fhe | 


ners became vifible—fhe hinted to 
fome of her moft confidential 
friends, her apprehenfions. ‘They 
endeavored to foothe her diftrefs, 
bat without effe&. Her bodily 
| complaints fecmed almoft .forgot- 
| ten, under the preflure and affect 
| ing views of eternal realities. Even 
| the {criptures themfelves, together 
| with her hearilefs crits to Gods 
| did but augment her horrors, in dif- 
| clofing to her, the depths of fin in 
| her own heart—and her loft condi~ 


svas this? It thrilled through and | tion. In she courfe of a few days, 
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the faflatonable /2ame of appearing 
religious almoft vanifhed. It was 
fuggefted to her, whether it would 
not be agreeable to fee her minif- 


ter? She confented. He was ac- | 


cordingly called—He came. But 
what could he do ? She could not 
converfe upon religion, for fhe had 
not {tudied it—and much lefs felt 
it. People of fafbion muft not 
know, or feemto know ary thing 
about religion!! True indeed, 
Emilia had been brought up ina 
family, who venerated religion, 
and always refpected the fabbath, 
according to cuflom, and attended 
the preaching of the word: But 
the had never ferioufly thought of 
thefe things as having any perfonal 
concern in them : here lay the dif- 
ficulty. The clergyman, feeing 
her enrbarrafiment coaverfed ten- 
derly with her, but plainly—en- 
deavored to lay open the extreme 
finfulnefs of the human heart, and 
Jet her fee, by plain inference that 
doubtlefs the had fuch an one by 
nature; and without. repentance 
and renewing grace, falvation was 
impoffible. She affented to his re- 
marks with little or no reply.—lIt 
was mentioned by fome one, that 
it would be agreeable to join with 
him in prayer—He gladly compli- 

ed—The fcene was truly affeding 

and I may add folemn almoft as the 
entrance into eternity—He then 
withdrew with deep concern, but 

very flight impreflions of the real 

{tate of Emilia’s mind.—But dere, 

reader, paufe for a moment—if 

you everknew the grace of God 

in truth—permit me to defire you ; 

while your foul fits trembling for the 

fate of the diflreffed, the de/pairing 

Emilia ; to fall down before that 

God, whofe ftupendous mercy, 

through the Saviour, wrefts the 

fouls of {inners from eternal Hames ; 

and with holy gratitude praife him, 

for his complete deliverance of this 

Vex. Il. No. 11, Fr 
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difireffed foul! ! Emilia is born 
again !! She who was dead now 
' Lives : who was loft, is now found !! 
| Bat you with to know the manner 
in which this grace appeared. Af- 
ter the folemn feafon to which we 
juft refered, Emilia continued a 
number of days extremely anxious 
—tftruggling with fears of death, 
but more efpecially the dread of 
thofe endlefs torments which await- 
ed her atterward in confequence of 
fin. Her fenfe of the entire juftice 
of God in her condemnation, in. 
creafed in proportion as her fins 
revived in her view; and filenced 
all her hard thoughts of God, al- 
though his anger appeared inevita- 
ble and intolerable. Notwith{tand- 
ing fhe had never deviated in her 
conduct fromthe moftrigid precepts 
of propriety in a worldly confider- 
ation, yet, at this time, fhe looked 
upon herfelf the moft depraved, 





and finful of all human beings; 
and could expect nothing but. un- 
.utterable woe.—While revolving 
| thefe things in her mind, and at 
times wrought up to high agitation, 
a.delightful calmnefs took place— 
fhe felt relieved—her heart loft its 
hardnefs—its darknefs ina meaf- 
ure vanifhed—She could fay with 
feeling, God be merciful to me a fin- 
ner ! It felt right to be in God’s 
hands and at his difpofl—now he 
| appeared infinitely excellent and 
amiable every way confidered— 
every thing put on another appear- 
-amce. She knew not what to 
make of it : but was quite happy. 
This frame continued till next 
day. The Saviour, of whom fhe 
knew little or nothing before ex- 
cept the name, now appeared in 
Divine beauty, and to be the wif- 
dom of God and the power of 
God to fuch as repent and truftin 
-him. A new and unfpeakably 
| pleafant feeling {prung up m her 
[heart towards God, and Chrilft, 
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the law of God, the way of falva- 
tion, and divine truth in general. | was cuftomary# the wrote with her 
While. fhe contemplated thefe | trembling hand the following fhort 
things her foul was filled with com- | covenant and dedication of herfelf 
fort. Her heart was fo full of joy, | to Ged, and committed it to her 
that fhe feemed to be compelledto | confident to keep, as the only 
entertain a gleam of hope for | thing the was able to do for God, 
herfelf. But fhe dare not. Her asa teftimonial of her repentance 
fins looked worfe than ever, and | and defire to glorify him on this 
fhe did not know as fhe repented fide the grave—“O my Creator, 
of them fincerely. She knew that and bleffed Redeemer—T hou art all 
pardon was promifed tMrough J love: all I adore: and whom I 
Chrift, to penitents: but fhe had | cannot ceafe to admire.—To thee I 
loft the fenfe of God’s wrath, and | give up my Heart and Soul and all 
her fins fo far exceeded her re-! J have, (that is worthy of thee to 
pentance, that fle doubted, wheth- ; accept) ima Covenant, never to be 
er fhe repented at all. But till, | broken, nor forgotten, living or dy- 
her heart grew warm, at every | ing—And here I willingly, and 
view of the Divine character— | with the moft ardent love and fin- 
likewife the Saviour in all his | cerity, fign, this inflrument. M..... 
y offices, and the unfathomable grace | Dec. 20, 179...” 

manifefted to finners in his atone-| While fhe was thus engaged in 
ment. She felt as if fhe could | the concerns of her foul and eter- 


did not knoygthat fuch a thing 








ih te rejoice in thefe things, whether-' nity, and feemed fcarcely to think 
a If pardoning mercy ever reached her- ' of her bodily complaints, they 
“ie felf or not. While medirating | made rapid advances in undermin- 
4 ae upon thefe fubjects, and drinking in | ing her houfe of clay—it trembled 
oY oi the pleafure, the loathed herfelt on | to fall. She was foon confined to 
i ae account of fin, and her heart pray- | her room, and almoft direétly to 
i aad ed without ceafing. She told me: herbed. It was fuggefted to her, 
‘| oN on the third day after this pleafing | whether fhe did not with to profefs 
hit alteration, “ That fhe had enjoyed | Chrift, and join herfelf to his vilt- 


a more real, folid fatisfa@ion and | ble kingdom before fhe left the 
dG pleafure, in the two preceding days | werld. ‘ O yes, replied the, by 
than foe had in all her life till that | all means if it can-be done.” It 
time.”? Dire&tly upon this, her-| was mentioned to her, there was 
mind appeared to expand farpri-| no difficulty in the way provided 
fingly, and comprife a general idea | fie wifhed it, and the church be- 
of the whole gofpel f{cheme: and | ing notified had no objeétion. Ac- 
from her eafy and ready reception | cordingly a-day was fixed upon, as 
of the word of life, it was mani-]| foon as the prerequifites could be: 
feftly an ingrafted word which-| accomplifhed, for her admiflion. 
was able to fave the foul. She| The time being come a few of the: 
refted on the alone merits of the | church attended—and after pray- 
Saviour with the mott entire confi- | er, in which fhe appeared to have 
dence, as on the Rock of eternal | the greateft intereff and fincerity 
fafety, and her heart was fatisfied | while raifed a little from her pil- 
_as with “ marrow and fatnefs.”? | low fhe affented to a confefhon of 
About this time, prompted by im-| faith and received the ordinance of 
pulfes from her own breaft, (for} Baptifm—and gave up herfelf to 
fke.told her friend afterwards: the! her God and Saviour with unfpeat- 
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able fatisfadion.—TFhe very next , new,and as fruitlefsatternpts to ob- 
day the trying conflict drew on. | tain it, in ceafelefs rotation. 
She felt her nature finking—her | Now is not this the real ftate of 
bodily pains were keen and tor- | all perfons whodepend upon their 
menting—fhe wifhed to join with | fuperior endowments and circum- 
her pious friends in prayer—and | ftances to make them happy? 
to plead for patience under her | Certainly it és. It is faid of the 
agonies.—Her heart rofe in this | Idolater* “ He feedéth on afbes.” 
exercife above her diftrefles, and | So does the idolizer of himfelf or 
the felt a fweet acquiefcence.in the | the world. For the natural appe- 
divine will—refigned her body and ' tite to crave athes, proves it difor- 
foul and all which fhe had into the | dered—while this diforder contin- 
hands of (God, and in a few mo- | ues, let the perfon attempt ever fo 
ments. was releafed from a world | often to fatisfy his cravings by re- 
-of forrows to join in the fong of | ceiving afhes, inftead of food, he 
the redeemed forever.—‘‘ Unto | neither is fatisfied nor réfrefhed—- 
bim that loved us, and wajfbed us the confequences are his nature de- 
from our fins in his own blood—to | cays and his difappointment encrea- 
him be glory and dominion forever \{es. “So in amoral view, to crave 
and ever, Amen.’? this world fupremely proves our 
, ' «| moral tate difordered ; while this 
The life and death of Emilia racer continues, let us aétually 


are replete with impreflive inftruc- receive the good things of the world 
tions. The writer cannot forbear | . : 

sre , |in their profufion, and with the 
hinting a few particulars. 


|-moft enlarged capacities to enjoy 
1ft. The vanity of trufting to | them, /lill we do but feed on afbes : 
any external perfonal qualifications | our fouls find out the deceit, and 
or circumftances to make us happy. | mortification enfues. If therefore 
Emilia fhone in.all thefe. Natu- | the moft flattering abilities and cir- 
rally bright m her intelleéts—veh- | cumftances terminate thus—-we 
ned in her tafte and fentiments— | mutt be convinced of the vanity 
eafy in her deportment—reputable | of trufting to any of thefe things 
every way—and -well endowed | to give us felicity. , 
with the conveniences and even el- 2. We are taught the danger 
egancies of life, it feemed as if, | which accompanies the poflefhion of 
fhe had nothing further to defire : | thofe fuperior gifts of nature and 
Bat what of all thefe things? could | providence. ‘They give their pof- 
they impart the rich boon of fatis- | feffors an extended opportunity for 
faétion? Surely no Analloy and | indulgence—-indulgence ftupifies 
difappointment attended every at- and hardens the heart, and leads 
t@mpt to fill with joy her immortal on to the moft aftonifhing temerity 
fpirit. Every fcene of fathionable and prefumption. Emilia, filled 
amufement ; however refined ; car- with her own confequence and the 
ried this alloy with it, and ended fcenes of worldly amufement which 
in mortification. When moft grat- | invited her could not attend to fo 
ified fhe was moft deceived and ul- | ferious a fubje¢i as religion. Real 
timately difappointed proportiona- piety in its angel form of mecknefs 
bly. But (till, no Shegpeinumens and humility, cafts a check upon 
diffuaded her from the purfuit. worldly pleafures. Emilia hated 
Her tafte for worldly pleafure re- _— 
maining lively, gave a fpring to! * Maiah xliv. 20 
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this check—it feemed to reprove 
her in her innocent gratifications ; 
and fhe faw plainly that people in 
high life difregarded it entirely— 
excepting avery few. Keligion 
therefore and the vaft concerns of 
eternity were rejedted from her 
thoughts. Let fabbaths and the 
moft lucid truths of the gofpel be 
prefented to her, as often as they 
might, the /eriou/ly thought of none 
of thefe things—and prefently, when 
walking on the brink of the grave 
and endlefs perdition for months, 
fhe could rot more readily think of 
them. Nay, thecourfe fhe purfu- 
ed, indicated a determination to 
difregard all admonitions, and to 
put off death, by appearing totally 
deaf to all his calls, and engaged 
in other things. What ftupidity ! 
what prefumption ! Yet Emilia ac- 
ted perfectly upon natural princi- 
ples, and in unifon with thoufands. 
Superior abilities with opportunity 
for indulgence lead direétly to this 
hardnefs of heart, and refiftance 
of religion and eternal concerns. 
Where thefe unite inthe higher 
walks of life, the reftraints and 
checks of religion are treated with 
difdain, and as fit only for the 
weak and vulgar—The proud and 
hard heart can yield to no caution, 
adminiftered by the teachings of 
God’s word, or the admonitions of 
death. Arguments are /of upon 
thefe felf-wife, elevated fpirits 
Their cheeks would burn) with 
blufhes, t» appear as if they repard- 
ed the fabbath or piety, or Heav- 
en or Hell, any further than com- 
mon decency and cultom warrant 
—and wh-n the inexorable fum- 
mons of de ith arrefts them, they 
foolifhly tur: afida—bid him éall 
again, and {> think of fomething 
elfe ! !—How dangerous are ele- 
' vated, unfanGified gifts. 

3. The example before us pre- 
fents an aftonifhing difplay, of the 


Emilia. 
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all-conquering power and grace of 
God—Confider Emilia in her dif. 
pofition and habits of life—totally 
indifpofed to reflect upon her future 
well being—and carrying her ref- 
olutions of worldly pleafure to the 
very confines of death and endlefs 
mifery—Who can help fhudderinz 
for her fate! ! But at this awful 
crifis, that almighty power which 
raifed the Lord Jefus from the 
dead, and that grace which flows 
from his atoning blood reached her, 
and faved her with an eternal falva- 
tion. While Heaven refounds with 
Alleluias to fovereign grace, for 
this difplay of it ; O let chriftians 
univerfally join their feeble voices 
and {well the praife! How many 
when they arrive at the trembling 

eint, in which Emilia began to 
refle&, die as they have lived: and 
with the rich man lift up their eyes 
in torment—Their refolution is 


| fuffered to continue firm ; refifting 


with blind and unappalled audacity, 
the alarm of confcience and the 
terrors of death, till they fink, for- 
ever to eat of the fruit of their own 
ways and to be filled with their own 
devices! !—This mere efcape of 
Emilia, while it permits otherg in 
like circumftances to look to the 
fame almighty pewer and grace 
in their extremity, yet, the multi- 
tudes who are left to pafs ftupid 
and blind into the quenchlefs lake, 
is a terrible admonition to them not 
to put off the concerns of their 
fouls to this critical moment—Will 
you bear with me, to urge you to 
treat yourfelves better, and never 
be.fo unwife as to think that by un- 
concern you can overcome Omnip- 
otence—out-brave death—or ef- 
cape mifery! No. ‘Treat your- 
felves better—yield to eternal wil- 
dom—confider, embrace the Sav- 
iour and be happy. —Finally, The 
tranquil and joyful {tate of Emilia’s 
mind after fhe experienced the paws 
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er of religion naturally introduces 
a queftion to which youth of every 
grade, and all who are difpofed 
to purfue worldly pleafures, are in- 
vited ferioufly to attend—viz. 
What there-can be in the nature of 
religion which gave Emilia in her 
weak dibilitated condition /uch pure 
delight and folid fatisfadion, as to 
enable her to fay, that fhe had en- 
joyed more of this, in two days, 
than in all her life till that time ? 
—A fickly, decaying {tate is not 
a time to enjoy, on natural princi- 
ples—but a feafon of languor and 
nniverfal infelicity. Youth, and 
health and opportunities for grati- 
fication till the age of twenty-two, 
forms a period in which the moft 
exquifite earthly pleafures may be 
talted—-Emilia had gone through 
this latter period previoufly to her 
decay, and relifhed every innocent 
amufement equally with any one. 
Now, hear her fay on her dying 
bed, thatin ¢wo days fhe had en- 
joyed more pure delight and folid 
pleafure, than in all her life before, 
and then think what there can be in 
the nature of religion to infpire this ? 
—is religion vain ?—Are you pur- 
fuing the right road to happinefs !!! 
NUNClov. 





a se. rn 
To THE Eprtrors oF THE Cox- 
NECTICUT EVANGELICAL Mac- 
AZINE. 


GENTLEMEN, 

Should you judge that the 
following account of fome Jate re- 
vivals ef religion in the fate of 
Vermont, is calculated to edify the 
people of God, and fubferve the 
interefts of Chrift?s kingdom, you 
may give it a place in your excel- 
jent Magazine. 


HE attention to ‘religion, in 
Vermont, the year pa(t, has 
been the moft general in the north- 
weft part of the ftate; in the 


Revival of Religion in Vermont. 
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counties of Addifon, Chittenden 
and Franklin: other parts of the 
{tate, however, have beenconfider- 
ably favored with revivals. In thefe 
three counties, there are a num- 
ber of wealthy, flourifhing towns, 
but many of the fettlements are 
in their infancy. There have been 
no very great revivals of religion 
in thefe counties fince their firft 
fettlement ; confequently they 
have but few Chriftians, churches, 
or houfes of divine worthip. The 
meral {tate of the inhabitants pre- 
vious to the late religious attention, 
was fimilar to that in other new- 
fettlements, where they do not en- 
joy the ftated means of grace. 
There were a few excellent pious 
people {cattered through the coun- 
try, but the great body of the in- 
habitants were inattentive to the 
great concerns of eternity. 

God has been preparing the way 
for this revival of religion, for ma- 
ny years. Miflionarics and fome 
ftationary minifters, who have 
preached in this country, have not 
labored in vain; they have fowed 
the field which now produces a 
rich harveft. It is not uncommon 
to hear the converts of the laft 
year, date their convictions to fer- 
mons, which they heard delivered 
yearsago. Moft of the preachers 
of the gofpel, who have travelled 
through thefe counties, are cited by 
the people, asinftruments of awake- 
ning fome finners. ‘The progref- 
fion of the work has been uncom- 
monly gradual. It can only be 
faid of the minifters who have 
preached in this field of labors the 
lait year, that other men have la- 
bored, and they have entered into 
their labors. 

In the fummer of the year 1800, 
finners began, in fome places in 
this country, to make more than 
common enquiry about the things 








‘of religion; particularly in the 
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‘towns of Effex and New-Haven. 


From that time ferious inquiries 
refpeting religion become more 
‘frequent and earneft ; and the peo- 
ple of God were more given to 
prayer and other duties of religion; 
and there were frequently fome 
hopeful converfions. The prof. 
pects continued favorable ; and in 
the fpring of the year 1801, the 
bleffed work fpread with light and 
power. Many finners have been 
convicted of their loft ftare, and 
many it is believed, have come to 
a faving clofe with Chrift. 


The attention has been remark- | 


able for its apparent genuinenefs. 


Revival of Religion in Vermont. 





Wo irregularities, I think, can jut- , 


ly be charged upon it. 
under awakening have been con- 
vinced of their danger, of the di- 
vine reétitude, and of their loft 
ftate by nature. They have com- 
plained much of ftubbornnefs of 
heart, and fometimes fhown the 
‘moft dreadful enmity againft God 
and the plan of falvation. When 
converted, they have fpoken much 
of their fins againft God, have ap- 
peared to loath themfelves as fin- 
ners. A holy God, law and 
government, and all the great truths 
of the gofpel have been exceeding- 


Sinners | 


ly pleafant to their fouls. At. 
times they have been altonifhed at | 


the method of falvation through a 
Saviour. 


God’s works and ways | 


have appeared new to them ; they | 
would fay fometimes, I am in a! 


new world; I can fee the glory 


ot God ftamped upon the whole of | 


creation. The Bible alfo appear- 
ed new to them ; and by their at- 


clearnefs ; there has been a great 
difference in this refpe&. Some 
have been under clouds, and gain- 
ed evidence of their good eftate 





TMas; 


by degrees; others have been ad. 
mitted to broad day light at once, 
or feen Chriit to be the defire of 
their fouls. 

The revivals in thofe counties 
have not been fo general among the 
people, as they have been in fome 
parts of our land, within a few 
years. That the reader may form 
a juft idea of the extenfivenefs of 
the late revival, an account fhall be 
given of all the Congregational 
churches in the three counties 
mentioned, and of the additions 
made to them the laft year. The 
church in Cornwall confitts of 132 
members, 18 have been added 
within one year ; the Rev. Beaja- 
min Wootter is their pattor. The 
church in Bridport has 63 mem- 
bers; the Rev. Increafe Groves 
is their minifter ; how many have 
been added to this church of late 
is not accurately known, they have 
fhared in the late awakening Mid- 
dlebury church has 82 members, 
53 have been added fince the late 
revival; Mr. Atwater the Prefi- 
dent of the new -College in that 
place, preaches for them ; his la- 
bors have been hopefully crowned 
with fuccefs. The church in New- 
Haven has 49 members, 34 have 
been added fince the late revival. 
Monkton church has 32 members; 
the church at Hinfburgh has 13 5 
no additions have been made to 
either of Jate. Waitsfield church 
has 30 members, g added fince the 
revival; the Rev. William Salif- 
bury was ordained their minifter 
in Oétober laft. The church of 


Waterbury was organized fince 
tention to it, one would think, they | 
thought every line of it was worth | 
a mountain of gold. All have not | 
been brought to Chrift with equal | 


the late revival, it now confifts of 
2t members. The church in 
Richmond was organized about 
the fame time ; it has fifteen mem- 
bers. Effex church has 44 mem- 
bers, 28 have been added fince the 
late revival. Weltford church 
has been formed fince the late re- 


802.4" 


vival, it now confilts of 34 mem- 
bers. The church in Georgia has 
41 members, 22 have been added 
fince the late revival. Swanton 
church has been formed fince the 
late revival, it has now 25 mem- 
bers. ‘There is a fmall church 
m Fairfield of thirteen members, 
thefe have mpftly been added 
of late. The Church in Willifton 
has been increafed mmch of Jate. 
There is another church at Jeri- 
cho, probably of about 30 mem- 
bers ; and another at Cambridge 
of about the fame number. The 
Rey. Ebenezer Kingfbury is paf- 
tor of the church at Jericho. 
There are two churches more in 
the fouthweft part of Addifon 
county, but their numbers are {mall. 
There are no other regular Con- 
gregational churches in thefe three 
counties. 

In the late additions to thefe 
churches, fome have been added 
who were old profeffors, but the 
number of young converts who 
have not yet made a public pro- 
fefhion of their faith, is great. Prob- 
ably, therefore, one may form 
nearly atrue eftimate of the late 
revival, by the numbers added to 
the various churches. In fome 
other parts of thefe counties, there 
has been a gentle effufion of the 
Holy Spirit, and numbers of peo- 
~ ple hopefully converted. 

In the fouthern parts of the ftate 
there have been fome revival. Mid- 
dletown, Poultney, and fome other 
towns in that vicinity, have expe- 
rienced pleafant days, in refpec to 
the Redeemer’s kingdom. Alfo 
on the eaft fide of the Green 
Mountain has been a_ powerful 
work of grace in fome towns ; par- 
ticularly in Barnard, where about 
one hundred fouls have been added 
to the Congregational church, and 
fome with other denominations. 
Brookfield, under the preaching of 


Remarks on 1. Kings, vi. 16.. 





ae 
the Rev. Mr. Lyman has had'a 


refrefhing fhower, and fome towns 
in that vicinity have been confider- 
ably awakened. On the whole: 
the cloud of divine mercy has 
ftood over Vermont, this year ; at 
leaft’ there have been fome {mall 
ones well {tored with divine grace, 
whofe contents have been poured 
down upon the hearts of men. 
Notwithftanding thefe revivals 
in fome parts of the ftate, the great 
body of the towns through that 
vaft country have remained un- 
moved. ‘There is a great field o- 
pened to the-northward for miffion- 
ary labors. May Zion pray, that 
the great Lord of the harveft 
would fend forth his laborers. 
Jepipi1an Busunewu. 
February 16, 1802. 


N. B. The above account is 
brought down to the end of the 
yeat 1801, fince which the Edi- 
tors have heard of feveral other 
places in which a particular feri- 
oufnefs is begun. 


Remarks on 11. Kings vi. 16. 


IN the 11. Kings vi. 16. we 
read: Fear not ; for they that be 
with us are more than they that be 
with them. 

HESE words, though utter- 

ed by Elifha with particular 
reference to himfelf and fervant 
when farrounded by the Syrians 
who fought his life, have led my 
thoughts to that divifion which ex- 
ifts between intelligent beings as 
holy and finful, andto the ftrength, 
caufe and profpeéts of the finner, 
and the ftrength, caufe and _prof- 
peéts of the faint : Lvery child of 
God may encourage his fellow- 
faint, when defponding in view of 
the dangers of the times, with the 
words of the prophet; T’ear not ; 
for they that be with us are more 
than they: that be with. them. 
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The whole intelligent univerfe is 
divided into two oppofing parties. 
‘There is the kingdom of darknefs 
and the kingdom of light, or of 
fin and holinefs. 

Let us firft confider the ftrength 
of the finner. The wicked man 
is not alone; there are multitudes, 
who lend him their aid. All im- 
penitent finners on earth efpoufe his 
caufe in oppofition to the faint and 
the kingdom to which he belongs. 
There are no neuters, no idle fpec- 
tators. 
with Chrift fcatteresh 
And what an army of wicked men 
is now on the ftage, who lend 
their power, their wifdom, their 
influence and wealth to fupport the 
caufe of error and fin! ‘The infi- 
del, the {coffer and fenfualift caa 
bring their thoufands to the ficid. 
They are found in every quarter of 
the world, amongft gofpelized and 
heathen nations. It is probably 
the cafe that the far greater part of 


mankind with refpeét to numbers, | 


abilities, {cience, authority and 
riches contribute to the fupport of 
the finner’s caufe direétly or indi- 
rectly. 
The departed fpirits of all who 
died in their fins declare for the 
awicked man. By changing worlds 
they have not changed.their feel- 
ings and become fubjeéts of anoth- 
cr kingdom. They have only re- 
newed the oath of allegiance and 


{worn eternal fidelity to the king- 


“,dom of unrighteoufnefs. What a 
vaft company is formed by all the 
wicked who have lived and died 
fince the world began! 


He that gathereth not | 
abroad. | 


. Kings, vi. v6. (May; 
ftroy Chrift’s kingdom. They 
prefent temptations and employ 
their feducing arts to lead aftray 
and deftroy the foul. Thefe evil 
fpirits too often fucceed in their at- 
tacks upon the Chriftian for his 
honor and peace. 

| At the head of this numerous 
| 

| 





army ftands fatan, their leader, 
He was the firft in the rebellion of 
| heaven and the inftigator of man’s 
| rebellion on earth. He is the 
| moft able and active fupporter of 
the kingdori of darknefs. The 
| {criptures reprefent him as the ad- 
| verfary of faints and as a roaring 
| lion going about fecking whom he 
may devour. ‘This prince of the 
| infernal kingdom is molt crafty in 
| his fchemes and moft violent and 
| fucccfsful in his attacks of any fal- 
| len creature. Vhe fame {pirit per- 
' vades this whole mafs of wicked 
| beings whether on earth or in hell. 
They are united in their defires 
| and obje&t. It would rejoice their 
hearts to deitroy the faint, over- 
turn the kingdom of Chrift and de- 
throne Jehovah. Notwith{tanding 
their defires, their expectations and 
great exertions they will not fuc- 
| ceed, for there are more that be 
| with the faint than with the finner. 
This leads me to obferve; 

‘That the faint is befriended by 
all virtuous and godly men on 
earth. All the children of God 
in this world form but one family. 
'» Fhey are fubjects of the fame king: 
| dom and united in the fame caufe. 
| In this refpect, their parentage, 
vos nation, their place of abode 

and outward circumftances make 














er fi The fallen angels are in league {%o differences Whether in honor 
‘2 yanee with the finner ; that preat compa- or obfcurity, in affluence or pover- 
i ae ny of once holy, happy and exalt- | ty, in the eaftern or weltern conti- 
i sone ed beings, who revolied from God | nent, they poflefs the fame {pirit 
a} MA; and are referved unto judgment. | and fupport, the fame kingdom. 
MEE 3. They are ufing their infiuence to | All Chriftians are bound together 
" ea blind finners to their fate and | in love and daily meet at one {pot 
| 54) charagier, to ruinthe faint and de- | the throne of divine grace. Lye- 
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ry faint is forwarding the glorious 
work and is encouraging and aflift- 
ing all his fellow-faints by his ex- 
ample and his prayers. 

The faints in heaven are amongft 
the friends of the good man ; even 
all the ancient wortbies and the 
eminent Chriftians fince thedays of 
Chrift, that have fallen affeep. 
Though gone from earth they have 
not forfaken the caufe, nor is their 
attachment to it in the leaft dimia- 
ifhed, but greatly ftrengthened. 
To thofe who had efpoufed the 
caufe cf Chriftianity Paul writes in 
the following manner, Ye are come 
to the general affembly and church of 
the firft born, which are written in 
heaven and to the fpirits of uf? men 
made perfe@. Saints in heaven 
and faints on earth form but one 
body and have but one intereft. 

The angels that maintained their 
integrity and now dwell with God 
are one in temper and aim with the 
believer. They are minifeBing fpir- 
its, fent forth to minifler for them 
who {hall be heirs of falvation. 
They are commiffioned to protedt, 
fupport and guide the childrenwof 
heaven through the world ; to fave 





thera from the temptations of Sa- | 
tan and bring them fafely to glory. | 
Saints are faid to have come unto | 
mount Zion and to an innumerable 

company of angels. Michael, the | 
archangel 3 the feraphim, the cher- | 
ubim and all lower orders of thofe 
fhining beings are on the fide of 
the faint. 

In addition to all thefe forces, | 
there is Chrift the Son of God, 
who leads them forth and fights. 
the battles of the Chriftian as the 
captain of his falvation. He has 
eftablifhea his kingdom ona firm 
foundation and will ever maintain 
it, fince he has wiféom to plan and 
power ty execute. God the Fath- 
er and Spirit, as well as the Son 


are engaged in the fame caufe, Ir- 
Vou. IL, No. 11, 
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refiftibke might, infinite wifdom and 
every divine attribute are employed 
in building up the kingdom of ho- 
linefs. That God, whofe counfel 
ftandeth and who doth all his 
pleafure ; from whom Satan and all 
his fubjets derive their power and 
wifdom ; that God, who can re- 
ftrain any of his creatures within 
what bounds he fees beft ; who 
can make the evil defigns of the 
wicked produdtive of good and de- 
ftroy his adverfaries with the 
breath of his mouth ; this being is 
engaged for the defence, the wel- 
fare and final triumph of the faint. 

Here we behold all the intelli- 
gent beings in the whiverfe form- 
ing two valt holts, Satan at the 
head of one and God the Redeem- 
er at the head of the other. Several 
important inferences may be drawn 
from the above ftatement. 

ift. Itis an honorable thing to 
be Chriftians. Good men are con- 
nected with the moft refpectable 
part of mankind and the moft wor- 
thy and exalted beings in the uni- 
verfe. They are united in the 
fame body with the virtuous and 
godly on earth and with the patri- 
archs and all thofe ancient wor- 
thies, who are now in heaven. 
They become fubjects of the fame 
kingdom and members of the fame 
fociety with the holy angels. Yes, 
my Chriftian readers, you are 
one with Chrift, and Jehovah takes 
you under his peculiar care adopts 
you into his family and calls you 
children. How much honor do 
you derive from yout new connec- 
tions ? When you become acquaint- 
ed and connected with the firlt and 
beft families of the land you feel 
yourfelves honored. How much 
more, when you are connected with 
all the righteous in ancient and 
modern times, with thofe fpotlefs 
beings who furround the divine 
throne, with the Lamb, the Son 
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of God-and the ae and holy ru- 


ler of the univerfe ! You need not 
be afhamed of your connections, 
for none are fo honorable. 

2dly. It is difhonorable to be 
wicked men. Impenitent finners 
are of the fame fociety with all 
the vicious, filthy and profligate 
wretches that have appeared in 
the world. They fide with fuch 
as cen{titute the off-fcouring of our 
race. Yes, finners, you are fellow- 
workers with the infernal fpirits, 
with the angels who turned ene- 
mies to God. You are the fer- 


yants, the foldiers, the fubjeéts and 


children of the devil, who is the 
prince of darknefs and father of 
Jies. Are thefe conneétions hon. 
orable in your eftimation ? Though 
you difown and defpife them, they 
are the moft honorable connections 


you have formed. You have at- | 


tached yourfelves to their intereft 
and heartily co-operate with them 
in upholding and promoting the 
fame wicked, wretched caufe.— 
You would not be thought to have 
formed fuch difhonorable connec- 
tions among{t men 3 yet you aétu- 
ally form fuch conneétions in a 
fpiritual fenfe much to. your dif- 
grace and I fear to your ruin. 
3dly. There is fafety in being 
good men. Power, wifdom and 
goodnefs are on the fide of the 
Chriftians Departed faints and 
holy angels—the Father, Son and 
Spirit are all united with the right- 
eous in the fame caufe—the caufe 
of virtue, truth and religion. ‘The 
faint will never be difappointed as 
to his ultimate objeét. .That in 
which he feels moft interefted will 
terminate well. O man of God ! 
I would envy thee fooner than I 
would envy the fons of pleafure 
and fortune, or the princes of the 
earth with whom there is power 
and honor: For your caufe will 


profper and the defire of your 
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heart will be given you! Your 
foes are only dependent creatures ; 
while your preferver and the de. 
fender of the caufe of truth is an 
uncreated, independent and all- 
fuficient God. The ftrength of 
your enemies, therefore, and all 
the fuccefs they meet with in oppo- 
fing you and the kingdom of light 
are given them by the Lord, for 
a difplay of his perfections, and a 
trial of your faith. 1 may addrefs 
you inthe language of the apoftle 
Paul to his Corinthian brethren ; 
“‘ All things are yours, whether 
Paul or Apollos, or Cephas, or 
the world, er life, or death, or 
things prefent or things to come ; 
allare yours, and ye are Chritt’s; 
and Chrift is God’s.”” Not only 
mercies and the aids of the divine 
Spirit are given you in covenant 
love, but even afflictions, the af- 
faults of Satan and the temptations 
of the world. Thefe are all defign- 
ed and ordered. by God for your 
fpiritual and beft good. If you 
live a humble, watchful and pray- 
erful life you will be kept by the 
power of God unto falvation. The 
affaults of your enemies are like the 
raging billows of the fea, which 
are broken at the foot of the ftu- 
pendous rock againft which they 
dafhh. The Lord is as a wall, as 
horfes and chariots of fire round 
about you. Truft in him and 
fear not the powers of darknefs, 
for they that be with you are more 
than they that be with éhem. 

As you. fee iniquity abounding 
and the enemies of the crofs in- 
creafing both in numbers and zeal, 
perhaps you are alarmed for the 
interefts of Zion. For your con- 
folation, remember that the King 
of Zion reigneth and thatthe Judge 
of all the earth will'do right. The 
caufe of truth and religion is de- 
fended by the united force of infi- 
nite wifdom and might, The 
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caufe of virtue and piety is the 
caufe of God ; who then can op- 
pofe it and profper ? The heathen 
rage, the people imagine a vain 
thing ; the kings of the earth fet 
thenifelves and the rulers take 
counfel together againft the Lord 
and againft his anointed. But 
give not way to defpondency.— 
Chriftianity will be upheld and 
finally triumph: For God hath 
fet his king upon his holy hill of 
Zion, and he will give him the 
heathen for his inheritance and the 
uttermoft parts of the earth for his 
poffefion. Perhaps you may fee 
a mountain of difficulties to prevent 
the profperity of Zion and impede 
the progrefs of the gofpel. But 
who art thouO great mountain ? 
before the divine Zerubbabel thou 
Shalt become a plain. 

4thly. We may infer that to be 
wicked men is dangerous. All 
finners are engaged in a caufe 
which will certainly come to ruin. 
Satan with all his forces cannot 
win the victory nor fupport his 
kingdom. ‘The conquefts he has 
made will in the end be his over- 
throw and his empire will tremble 
and fall. The fad confequences 
of this cataftrophe mutt be felt by 
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art are great. Your numbers are 
vaft. Many amongft you are fam- 
ed for their brilliancy of talents, 
their worldly wifdom, their wealth 
and power. Your meafures of op- 


-pofition to Chriftianity have ripen- 


ed to a fyftem. Your labors have 
not failed of the defired fuccefs. 
The things of your policy are ina 
promifing train. You foon expect 
to “crufh the wretch,”’ banifh re- 
ligion from the world and render 
your victory complete. You ai- 
ready begin to exult and triumph. 
But “ let not him that girdeth on 
his‘harnefs boaft.himfelf, as he that 
putteth it off.” The day is not 
yours. Your victory is partial, 
your triumph momeatary. Your 
fortitude, zeal, art and ftrength 
will not render you victorious, for 
God is againft you. You are fight- 
ing againft the Lord of Hofts 
whofe kingdom will ftand and 
whofe dominion will have no end. 
Your fchemes will be defeated, 
your expectations will perifh, your 
caufe will be ruined and in its de- 
ftruftion you will be deftroyed. 
Zion’s God liveth and he is on the 
throne. Therefore the pates of 
hell will not prevail again{t her. 
He will break her enemies with a 





rod of iron, and dafh them to 
pieces like a potter’s veffel. “ Be 
wife, now, therefore, O ye kings ; 
be inftru&ted ye judges of the 
earth,” refrain from your oppofi- 
tion to Chriltianity, “ left ye be 
found even to fight againit God,” 
“and ye perifh from the way, when 
his wrath is kindled but a little.” 


SHAPHAN. 


all his fubje@s. We live in a day 
when the friends of chriftianity 
feel the importance of greater un- 
ion arid more vigorous exertions in 
defence of the truth and fpread of 
the gofpel—a day alfo in which 
the enemies of Chrift are uniting 
in the propagation of dangerous 
error and in the fupport of the 
kingdom of darknefs—when the 
devil has come down, having great 
wrath, becaufe his time is fhort. He 
brings his millions to the field and 
is drawing up his forces in battle 
array for the complete deftruction 
of the followers of Chrift. Ye 
fons of infidelity and wickednefs ! 
Your boldnefs, your zeal and your 
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Mess’rs Epitors, 
You have publithed, from dif- 
ferent writers, obfervations on 


Heb. v. 7. If you think: it not 
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improper, that further remarks on 
this paffage fhould be admitted 
into your Magazine, and do not 
difapprove of the following, they 
are at your difpofal. 


TL. is prefumed that the key to 
a right expofition of this text, 
will be found to be a juft idea of 
that fear, which the apoftle here 
afcrihes to our Lord Jefus Chrift. 
And was heard in that he feared. 
In our tranflation a verb is made 
- ufe of, he feared. In the Greek a 
fubftantive. He was heard for— 
becaufe of—on account of his fear. 
The original word is not pholos, 
the term commonly made ufe of 
by the Greeks, to fignify a dread 
of evil, mifery or diftrefs 3 but eu- 
labeia which fignifies reverence or 
reverential fear, that fear of God 
which the Pfalmift tells us,is clean, 
enduring forever. And which 
comprifes in it all true holinefs. 
Accordingly the marginal reading 
is, he was heard for his pisty 
Thefe faés naturally lead to 
the following paraphrafe. ‘ Our 
bleffed Saviour, the great High 
Prieft of his Church, in the gar- 
den of Gethfemane, when his 
mind was deeply impreffed with a 
perfect forefight of the dreadful 
fufferings that were before him, 
offered up prayers and fupplications, 
accompanied with frong crying 
, and tears to his Almighty Father, 
who was infinitely able to deliver 
him ; that, if it were poflible, if 
it were confiftent with the higheft 
divine glory in the falvation of fin- 
ners, he might be exempted from 
that bitter death. His human na- 
ture, though perfeétly holy, fhrunk 
from the thought of fuch incon- 
ceivable fufferings. But yet, a- 
4 micift this keen anguifh which the 
Af profpeét offered, he did not afk 
: for deliverance unconditionally, bur 
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mentioned—O my Father, if this 
cup may not pafs from me, except I 
drink it, thy will be done—And he 
was heard, that is accepted and 
approved, both in his prayer and 
fubmiffion, for the perfection of his 
filial fear and piety.” 

To this paraphrafe I will add a 
few obfervations. The impreffive 
fenfe which our Saviour had in the 
garden, of his future fufferings, 
was beyond meafure agonizing, as 
the hiftory of the Evangelifts fully 
evidences. Sufferings, and efpe- 
cially extreme fufferings are dread- 
fulto nature ; no lIefs fa, to inno- 
cent and holy beings, than to the 
unholy. The defire of avoiding 
mifery, is natural and irrefiftible 
in all. None can be willing ta 
fuffer, but for valuable confidera- 
tions. The prayer of our Saviour 
was excited by a clear prefcience 
of anguifh and diftrefs, far exceed- 
ing the powers of our conception. 
At the fame time he knew the in- 
finite gain to the univerfe, which 
thofe fufferings would effeét. If 
all this pood could not be obtained 
by other means, he freely fubmit- 
ted to fuftain the tremendous load 
himfelf. This entire fubmiflen 
to his heavenly Father, amidil a 
prayer for deliverance, excited by 
the agonies of his holy foul was 
the higheft act of his obedience, 
and moft decidedly proved its ab- 
folute perfection. It gave an ad- 
ditional value and luftre to all that 
he did as Mediator. For this as 
the final aét, he was heard and 
accepted of his Father, and fecur- 
ed in the endlefs enjoyment of all 
the infinitely great and glorious 
rewards of his fufferings. 

The preceding view of the text 
may not be free from objection ; 
but it is believed not to be liable to 
feveral, which lie againft other 
conftructions, which have been 





exprefsly on the condition already 
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Mess’rs Epitors, 

YOU will pleafe publif in 
your Magazine the following let. 
ter, fhould you juige it ufeful to 
ihofe under affiction, or in any 
degree contributing to the glory of 


God. 
Dear Frrenps, 
ESTERD - Y, we heard the | 


melancholy tidines of the 
death of your daughter, Mrs. ; 
If the compaihon of friends can 
afford the fhadow of curfiiation, 
you have my tendereft {ympathy. 
You have, alfo, my ardent pray- 
ers to heaven, for divine fupport 
to be given to yourfelves, and fam- 
ily ; and very pela y to the 
furviving hufband, 


forrows, and the companion of 
whofe happieft days, is now no 
more. Our only confolation, in 
trials, like yours, when friends 
can only drop an unavailing tear, 
is the rightcous fovereignty of 
God and his covenant mercy to 
the faithful. ‘The cup which 
our heavenly wathes giveth us, 
fhall we not drink 2??? God is now 
faying to you, by the voice of his 
providence, —Soa, daughter, loveit 
thou me, more than this child? May 
your hearts, by faith, reply, Lord 
thou knoweft all things: thou 
knoweft rhat I love thee ; and 
that, at the command of thy right- 
eous fovereignty, | can give up my 
child, my neareft friends, yea » 

own fife alfo. May God’s will be 
your will; May afiliétions teach 
you to know no defire, but the 
Lord’s pleafure. You will fay, 
perhaps,—* My fpirit is willing” 

and refigned “ but the flefh is 
weak.” Be it fo: vet it is writ- 
ten * My grace is fufficient for 
thee.””? * ] will never leave thee, 
nor forfake thee.” 


Perhaps you haye placed too 


the friend cf ; 
whofe youth, the foother of whee 
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| great an affection on your beloved 
' child. If fo ;—God has now re- 
' moved her to teach you, that your 
i truft, and dependence, and love 
mult be fupremely fixed on that 
heavenly friend, who will neveg 
| fail. ‘hus may the rod of God, 
be to you as the rod of Aaron, 
| bloffoming with divine bleflings, 
‘and bringing forth holy and iam 
enly fruit—Truly our heavenly 
_ Father can make our bittereft af- 
flistions to become the richeft mer- 
cies. He hath promifed that “all 
_ things fhall work together for good, 
| to them who love God.” Hap- 
py would it be for us, if, we could 
learn to depend more on heaven 
and /efs upon the earth. Happy 
would it be for us, if we would 
learn to take up the crofs, and fol- 
low Chrift. ‘Fhe crofs is the way 
tothe crown. Our Saviour hath 
‘travelled in this path, and hath 
left behind him this leffon for all 
his children, “ If ye will be my 


and follow me.” 

Toa Chriftian, the bitternefs of 
the cup of forrow mutt be greatly 
{weetened by the confideration, 
that the friend of finners has taken 
it before us, and has given us a 
command todo as he hath done. 
The greater our trials are, the 
pleafanier will be the heavenly reft 

of the faithful at laft. Let us, 
then, do our duty, and truft in 
God. He has not fuffered all this 
to befal you by chance. It is the 
ordering of infinite wifdom. The 
exaét time, and manner, and cir- 
cumltances of ber death were all 
decreed by a holy, benevolent and 
righteous Sovereign. Surely this 
mult be a confolation toa child of 
God. Could you now fee, as you 
willhercafter know, if youare found 
among the faithful, you will re- 
joice that every thing has been or- 
deredas it hath taken place. You 








difciples, ye muft take up the crefs. 
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will not wifh that a fingle circum- 
{tance had varied, in all the trials, 
which your heavenly Father hath 
appointed you. 

Believing, now, his infinite wif- 
dom, and goodnefs, fhew forth the 
fpirit of a dutiful, and childlike 
refignation. If need be, we are 
afflicted. God fees when it is 
needful, and what is needful. 
<¢ What he does, we knownot now; 
but we fhall know hereafter.” 
Leave all things therefore to his 
holy guidance, look to him for fup- 
port ; and while every affliction 
ferves to break a link of that chain, 
which confines our affections to 
the creature, let us fo improve our 
trials, that they may advance us 
nearer to that world, where forrow 
and mourning fhall forever ceafe. 
The fcriptures give many intima- 
tions, that faithful fouls will fee 
and know each other in heaven. 
What a joyous confideration is this? 
How ought it to animate you, and 
the family, and the furviving huf- 
band of the dear deceafed, to wait, 
with faith, and patience, for that 
day, when you hope to fee your 
friend, in a better world, and re- 
new your affection, with heavenly 
purity, and without the moft dif- 
tant fear of a fecond feparation. 
Oh my friends! what comfort is 
there in religion. Religious con- 
folations are never more precious, 
than in time of earthly forrows. 
They are never more ready for our 
fupport, than when we moft need 
them. Affliftions are precious fea- 
fons for the faithful. They ripen 
our graces, they increafe our joys, 
they advance us heaven-ward, they 
prepare us to tafte the fweets of pi 
ety, and mature us for the fervice 
of that God, “ in whofe prefence 
is fulnefs of joy.” I hear that 
your daughter left two little chil. 
dren behind her, when fhe died. 
Precious remembrances of the dear 
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deceafed ? They muft be a comfort 
to you, in the abfence of their 
mother. They muft be doubly 
dear to their furviving parent, un- 
der his prefent weight of forrow. 
May God fpare the little lambs to 
grow up and be bleflings to you on 
earth. May they, one day height. 
en the joy of your interview in 
heaven, and be found among the 
Saviour’s jewels. 

N. B. To-morrow begins a 
New-Year. It opens with mourn- 
ing, but may it clofe with joy a- 
| bundantly proportioned to your 
prefent forrows. 





To tHe Epitors or THE Cox- 
NECTICUT EVANGELICAL Mac- 
ALINE. 


GENTLEMEN, 


In your Magazine fome obferv- 
ations have been made refpeéting 
the ufefulnefs of what is termed 
conference meetings. The inclof- 
ed are anfwers to feveral queftions 
which were put at fuch mectings. 
The queftion was given at one 
meeting to be anfwered the next, 
in writing or viva voce. ‘Thofe I 
fend you were written by a young 
woman of eighteen who had be- 
come a hopeful fubjeét of effica- 
| cious grace. Poflibly they may 
| be thought to be only a fummary 
extracted from fome writer on the 
' fubjeéts. Should this appear to be 
| the cafe, I think a confiderable de- 
' gree of ingenuity is difcovered in 
_condenting the fubjeét into fo fmall 
'acompafs. But as there are an- 

fwers to feveral other queftions 
| written by the fame hand, fome of 
| which I know are original, and as 

I do not recolleé& any fuch phrafe- 

ology in any of my reading, 
fully believe that they are not ex- 
| traéts but original compofitions en 
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the fubjects. They are fubmitted 


to your judgment. Yours, 
ALANSON. 


Queftion. What is it to fee fin 
as fin ? 

To fee fin as fin, we mutt fee 
that it is an infinite evil—contrary 
to a holy God, and an enemy to 
ail his glorious attributes. Sin is 
contrary to the law ef God and 
the good of our own fouls. It 
{trikes at the nature and being of 
' God—it fets us dreadfully diftant 
from a conformity to, and delight 
in the glorious perfections of God. 
It is vile and odious as againft the 
infinite grace and mercy of God 
in Jefus Chrift—To fee the horrid 
nature of fin let us_ view the fuffer- 
ings of our Saviour, when fin was 
imputed to him—-He hung—bled 
and expired on the crofs. 


Queftion. What is the condition 
of thofe that are out of Chrift ? 

Thofe that are out of Chrift are 
in a very deplorable ftate. Every 
moment in danger of death—are 
unprepared for eternity, and at an 
awful uncertainty of what will be- 
come of them forever—They have 
no refpect to the glory of God in 
any of their performances, but are 
continually going off from God— 
at enmity with him—loving fin and 
hating holinefs. ‘They are expof- 
ed to the dreadful penalties of the 
divine law—and to have the wrath 
of almighty God burft forth in fu- 
ry upon them, and fink them into 
the regions of everlafting defpair, 
there to fpend an awful eternity 
with the damned in hell. 


Queftion. What thould we de- 
fire to go to heaven for ? 

That we may be perfeétly holy, 
and perfectly exercifed in the holy 
employments of the heavenly 
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world, in praifing and glorifying 
God, in loving, admiring, and a- 
doring him to eternity. Alfo 
that our fouls may be perfeétly 
freed from all fin, and perfeatly 
conformed to God, and a full en- 
joyment of him—that we ma 
there join the angelic hoft in ad- 
miring and adoring, the infinite 
beauty, love and condefcenfion of 
our glorious Redeemer, viewing of 
him with everlafting furprife and 
admuration, as an object ever new, 
and infinitely entertaining, through- 
out a boundlefs eternity. 





- — 


Religious Intelligence. 


ORDINATION. 


On Wednefday April 21ft, the 
Rev. Fofah B. Andrews was or- 
dained to the paftoral care of the 
fecond Church and Society in Kil- 
lingworth. The Rev Fofeph Wafb- 
burn of Farmington made the in- 
trodudtory prayer ; the Rev. Abel 
Flint, of Hartford preached the 
Sermon, from Aéts xxviii. 31.— 
The Rev. Thomas W. Bray of 
North-Guilford made the confe- 
crating prayer ; the Rev. Cyprian 
Strong, of Chatham gave the 
charge ; the Rev. David Selden 
of Middle- Haddam gave the Right 
hand of Fellowfhip ; and the Rev. 

lathan Perkins, D. D. of Welt- 
Hartford, made the concluding 
prayer. 


MISSIONARIES. 
The Rev. Solomon Morgan \ate- 


ly returned from a miflion of a few 
weeks to the northern part of Ver- 
mont. 

The Rev. Alexander Gillet is 
about to enter on a mifhon to the 
fame fettlcments. 
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‘And fill the fhepherds with amaze. 
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POETRY. 


COMMUNICATED AS ORIGINAL. 


| 


The Birth and Kingdom of Chrifi.— 
Luke ii. g—14. Wa. ix. 6, 7. 


©! Jefus comes, with men to dwell, 
To fave a world, from fin & hell; 
Th’ angelic hofts their God attend, 
And with him from his throne defcend. 
The’ enraptured Seraph {peeds his way, - 
To where the flocks in Bethican ftray, 
While glories bright around them blaze, 


Fear not, faith he, for lo! I bring 
The joyful tidings of your King ! 





Tidings of joy, to lateft time, | 
To every land, and every clime. } 


To you is born, the heavens record, 
A Saviour, who is Chrift the Lord ; 
and this the pledge to you affign’d, 
The babe in Bethlem you thai! find, 
In fwaddling clothes, beheld him dreft, | 
And lowly in a manger ref. 

The fignal given, the theme divine, 
Theangelic hofis the herald join, 
In heavenly ftrains, begin the fonz, 
And notes fublime the praife prolong. 
Glory to God, in realms above, 
His wifdom vak, immen{e his love ' 
On earth let heavenly peace prevail,— 
Good will to mortals never fail. 


Behold the faints, in glad amaze, 


Refpond the notes, which angels raife. 
"Fous, to us, a child is born, 
All hai! the day! th’ aufpicious morn ! 
To us, to us, a Son is given, 


The Son of God, the Heir of Heaven ! | 


With him the government accords, 
Great King of Kings, & Lord of Lords! 
Seraphs mutt own his fovercign fway, 
And all the hofts of heaven obey ; 
‘Tohim muf earth fubmiffive lie, 
And every creature bow the knee. 
Let heaven and earth with joy proclaim, 
His wondrous, his adored name ! 

reat Counfellor! whofe plans of old, 
His wifdom, grace, and truth unfold : 
The mighty God ! the God above ! 
The fource of beiug, life, and love! 
At his command, the beauteous frame 
Of worlds immenfe, from nothing came. 
To him belongs the throne of heaven, 
To him Be power and glory given : 
"The Prince of Peace, to whom pertain 


Poetry. 


[May, 


His government fhall peace extend, 
And blefs the earth’s remoteft end ; 
His praife be fung, in climes unknown, 
And 4iftant realns his empire own; 
His kingdom f{pread thro’ every land, 
And thro eternal ages ftand ! 
TROPHIMUS. 





The New Serufalem, 


ORNE by the Spirit to amountain’s 
height, 

Where boundicfs fpace lay ftrcsch'd be- 
fore the fight, 

Fairin my view the heavenly Salem 
ftood, 

Array’d ia beauty like the Bride of God, 

Her form was tquare—a wail of jal 
per role, 

To guard her fubje@s from external foes, 

«round her, gates of pearl in iplendor 
fhone, 

And her light mock’d the radiance of 
the fun. 


} Beneath her, slowing ftrectslay ftretci'i 


immeni{e 
And pav’d with 
intenfe, 
On every fide the pureft gems. were 
found, . 
And dazzling diamonds fparkled on 
the ground. 
Before the throne feven lamps refulgent 
glow’d, 
And from the midi a living fountaia 
flow’d. 
There cloth’d in white the great Af 
fembly flood, 
And fhouted praifes to the Lamb of 
God, 
Crowns of pure gold their radiant 
heads adorn, 
And palms of triumph in their hands 
are borne. 
High in the midft, and circling round 
the Throne, 
“ All life, all foul,” fotr living crea 
tures fhone ; 
Around, the Saints their ceafelefs an- 
thems fen, 
And God’s almighty voice thro’ heave 
en’s broad concave rung. 
There no pale moon appeared to cheer 
the night, 
By day no fun difclos’d hia feeble light ; 
But great Meffiah lent hi- glowing ray; 


, 


gold, refle&ed light 





Dominion and the right to reign. 


And Gee’s own glory fpread eternal day- 





Donations to the Mijiona 
From a Friead of Mifions, 


ry Socicty of Connedicut. 
| 5 Dollars. 
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